
ORIGINAL 

1972 

EDITION 


Songs 

ofthe 

aisnaua 

Aciryas 



BOOKS by 

His Divine Grace A.C. BbaKtivedanta swaml Prabhupada 


Bhagavad-glta As It Is 
SrTmad-Bhagavatam, Cantos 1-4 (11 Vols.) 

Sri Caitanya-carit8mfta (2 Vols.) 

Teachings of Lord Caitanya 
The Nectar of Devotion 
Sri T$opani?ad 

Easy Journey to Other Planets 

Kj-jna Consciousness: The Topmost Yoga System 

Kfjna, The Supreme Personality of Godhead (2 Vols.) 

Transcendental Teachings of Prahlad Maharaja 

T ranscendental Teachings of Caitanya Mah3prabhu 

Kpgna, the Reservoir of Pleasure 

The Perfection of Yoga 

Beyond Birth and Death 

On the Way to Krgna 

Raja-vidya: The King of Knowledge 

Elevation to Kj-gna Consciousness 

Lord Caitanya in Five Features 

Back to Godhead Magazine (Founder) 


A complete catalogue is available upon request. 


International Society for Krishna Consciousness 
3959 Landmark Street 
Culver City, California 90230 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Forward vii 

Introduction ix 

SrTGuru-Pranama 1 

Mangalacarana 2 

JsrTla-Prabhupada-Pranati 3 

Srila-Bhaktisiddhanta-SarasvatT-Prapati 4 

Snla-Gaurakisbra-Prapati 5 

SrTla-Bhaktivinoda-Pranati 5 

6r7la-Jagannatha-Pranati 6 

6rT-Vaisnava-Pranama 6 

^rT-Gauranga-Pranama 7 

^rT-Panca-Tattva-Praciama 7 

JsrT-Krsna-Pranama 8 
• • ■ • 

Sambandha-Adhideva-Pranama 8 

Abhidheya-AdhidevaPranama 9 

Prayojana-Adhideva-Pranama 9 

6n- Radha-Prapama 10 

Panca-Tattva Maha-Mantra 1 1 

The Hare Kf$na Maha-Mantra 13 

Sr7-Sr7-Gurv-Astaka 14 
• # 

6r7 6r7-Sad-Gosvamy-Astaka 1 9 
• • • • • 

Sr7-3r7-S>iksastaka 24 
SrTIa Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
Arunodaya K7rtana 28 


Arunodaya KTrtana 29 
Gay Gora Madhur Svare 30 
Gopinatha 31 

Gurudeva Krpa-Bindu-Diya 35 
Manasa Deha Geha 36 
Prasada-Sevaya 37 
Radha-Kf§na Bol 38 
Radha-Madhava 39 
Siddhi-Laiasa 40 
Kabe Ha 'be Bolo 41 
Suddha-Bhakata 43 
Sr7-Bhoga-Arati 46 

t . 

Sr7-Gaura-Arati 48 
Sr7-Nama-K7rtana 49 
Tumi Sarves'varesvara 50 
Ohe Vaisnava Thakura 51 

• 9 

Vibhavari £esa 52 
Vidyara Vilase 54 
Sr7la Narottama dasa Thakura 
Ei-Bara Karuna 56 
Hari Hari Viphale 57 
Hari He Dayala 58 
LalasamayT 59 
Nama-Sank7rtana 60 



SakhTvfnde Vijnapti 62 
Sapar$ada-Gaura-Vilapa 63 
Savarapa-Gaura-Mahima 64 
SrT-Guru-Carairia-Padma 68 
Sr7-Kf$na-Caitanya-Prabhu 69 
5$r7-Nityananda-Ni§tha 71 
Sr7-Rupa-MaP5jarT-Pada 74 
Vrndavana 75 

The Holy Places of Vrndavana 76 
Jaya Radha-Govinda 78 
£r7-Damodarastaka 79 


3r7-Guru-Parampara 82 
5§r7-Radhika-Stavah 84 
£rita-Kamala 85 

Sn-Jjn-Gaura-Nityanandera Daya 86 

Sr7-Tulas7-K7rtana 88 

5>r7-Tulas7-Pranama 88 

Tulas7 Prayer 88 

3r7-Tulas7-Arati 89 

3r7-Nrsimha-Pranama 90 

Prayer to Lord Nrsimha From Dasavatara 90 












FOREWORD 


vii 


The International Society for Krishna Consciousness 
was established in New York in the year 1966. After my 
arrival in the United States in September of 1965, I 
personally underwent a difficult struggle, and in 1966 
I rented a storefront and apartment at 26 Second 
Avenue. When ISKCON was incorporated, a boy named 
Chuck Barnett j oined me, along with a few others, to form 
the nucleus for the institution's future development. 

At this time I used to chant the Hare Krsna maha-mantra 
underneath a tree in Tompkin's Square Park in New 
York. SrTman Barnett and another boy, Bruce, were 
the first to begin dancing in front of me, and others 
in the audience joined them. The New York Times 
published a report of this, with our picture and a 
headline declaring that I was attracting the younger 
generation to the Hare Kfsna movement. 

Later both Chuck and Bruce, along with others, became 
my initiated disciples, and still later, in 1970, both took 
sannyasa, receiving the names Acyutananda SvamT 
and Brahmananda SvamT. Now Brahmilnanda is preach- 
ing in Africa, and Acyutananda is preaching in India. 

When I became sick in 1967, I left the United 
States and returned to India. SrTman Acyutananda 
could not remain separated from me, and therefore 
he joined me in Vrndavana when I was staying there. 
Since then, Acyutananda SvamT has worked very hard 
in India. He has preached extensively in Calcutta 
and other parts of Bengal, he has learned how to sing 


in Bengali and play mrdahga like a professional, and 
now he has compiled this book of Bengali songs 
with English explanations. 

I am greatly pleased to see this collection of songs 
composed by Thakura Bhaktivinoda, Narottama dasa 
and other great acaryas of the Gau^Tya Vaisnava 
community (sampradaya) . Songs composed by the 
acaryas are not ordinary songs. When chanted by 
pure Vaisnavas who follow the rules and regulations 
of Vaisnava character, they are actually effective in 
awakening the Krsna consciousness dormant in every 
living entity. I have advised SrTman Acyutananda 
SvamT to sing more songs of the Vaisnava padavaU 
and record them in books so that my disciples and 
others in the Western countries may take advantage 
of this chanting and thus advance in Krsna conscious- 
ness more and more. 

I confer all my blessings upon Acyutananda SvamT 
for his genuine attempt to advance in Krsna conscious- 
ness. I hope he will thus advance more and more 
and never be hampered by maya. We should always 
remember the danger of maya's influence and endeavor 
to save ourselves from her great power. We must 
therefore always merge in the transcendental mellow 
of kTrtana-rasa, for kTrtana-rasa is the safest situation 
within this material world. Hare Krsna. 


A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
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INTRODUCTION 


It was my good fortune to be in the service 
of SrTIa Prabhupada at £ri Mayapur, the birthplace 
of Lord Caitanya, in setting up the groundwork 
of our Society's international center there. That 
year (1971), there was a terrible flood, but although 
for many days the water was rising, it was diverted 
from flooding the society's property solely due 
to the embankment created by a road constructed 
by 3r7la Bhaktisiddhanta SarasvatT, our Parama Guru 
Maharaja. I wrote a letter to His Divine Grace 
explaining the situation, and I mentioned, "The 
water has not entered our property. 3nla 
Bhaktisiddhanta's road has saved us." £rila 
Prabhupada, however, wrote back in answer in a 
different tone: "Yes, we are always saved by 3nla 
Bhaktisiddhanta's road, so go on glorifying the 
disciplic succession, and your life will be a great 
success." Later on, when I suggested writing down 
the songs of Srila Bhaktivinoda ThSkura and 
Narottama dasa Thakura in English translations, 

His Divine Grace said, "Yes, we must push on this 
mission of Bhaktivinoda." So here in this book, 
which is the first of a series of translations of the 
complete works of the Vaisnava acaryas in the 
line of succession coming after 5>r7 Caitanya 
Mahdprabhu, I have also included a short life 
sketch of Thakura Bhaktivinoda. In the following 
volumes, the lives of Srtla Narottama dasa Thakura, 


Srinivasa Ac3rya and other Vaisnava ScSryas will 
appear. 

The songs in this book are mostly by Thakura 
Bhaktivinoda and Narottama dasa Jhakura. While 
they may sometimes make awkward English poetry, 
the translations are accurate renderings of the originals. 
All these songs have exquisite melodies, and we are 
hopeful that a record may be cut to accompany the 
book. It should be noted that these songs and verses 
are all explanations of pure devotional service and 
that devotional service to 5>ri K[§na is obtained only 
by the mercy of the spiritual master, which can be 
obtained by serving his desires perfectly. These songs 
are not substitutes for the main and prime benediction 
of the age of Kali, the congregational chanting of 
Hare Krsna, Hare Kr$na, Kr§na K[$na, Hare Hare / 

Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare, 
which is of the utmost importance. They are verses 
which have expanded from the maha-mantra and 
they are explanations of the mantra. Thus, because 
they are expansions of the maha-mantra, they are 
nondifferent from it. 

The songs of Sr7la Narottama dasa and Bhaktivinoda 

Thakura are nondifferent from the Vedic mantras. But, 

as stated by SrTIa Prabhupada in The Nectar of Devotion, 

even if someone does not have initiation into the Gayatr7 

mantra, the chanting of Hare Kfsna, Hare K[sna, K[sna 

Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, R3ma Rama, 

• • • * ' ' ' 



Hare Hare is sufficient to enable one to attain the 
highest perfection of spiritual life. 

The verses of these songs are wonderful sources 
of knowledge for preachers of Krsna consciousness. 

In each and every line there is so much philosophy 
that one can preach from one line for hours. They 
are all so pregnant with meaning and they lead to 
such succinct spiritual conclusions that a preacher 
need only recall the simple lines of songs like “Bhaja 
Hun re Mana," "Sn Rupa-mafi/arT-pada, " "Ohe 
Vaisnava Jhakura, " or the "Sn Manah Sik§a, " and 
every point of Krsna consciousness will be covered 
in detail. 3r7la Prabhupada is constantly quoting from 
these lines in his lectures and books, and here also 
in this book his commentaries are given. Wherever 
3rlla Prabhupada has translated a song, I have not 
given any of my own translations, for his are complete 
in themselves. 

This is the first time that these transcendental 
vibrations have appeared in the English language, 
and to introduce them I am including herewith 
a life sketch of SrTIa Bhaktivinoda Thakura. 


A GLIMPSE INTO THE LIFE OF 

THAKURA BHAKTIVINODA 
• 

Thakura Bhaktivinoda led a life of incessant 
labor and activity for 3rl Krsna, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. He produced such immense 
good to the world that his work is only to be compared 


with the unbounded works of 3ri Caitanya Himself 
and the GosvamTs. It was the spiritual attempts 
and divine writings of this individual that turned the 
scale and led the intelligent and educated community 
to believe in the noble precepts and teachings of 
Lord Caitanya. 

If we look back one century, we cannot but be 
astonished to find how degraded was the condition 
of the Vaisnava faith which had its pure origin in 
the deep and majestic spiritual philosophy of 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Even vastly learned panditas 
could not fathom the superexcellent precepts of 
Lord Caitanya's philosophy, yet due to incredulity 
born of the ignorance of uncultured men, the 
Vaisnava faith had been degraded and was consi- 
dered a beggar's excuse for living at the expense 
of society. It was by sheer love for the Godhead 
that Thakura Bhaktivinoda expounded the deep 
philosophy which had remained concealed in the 
pages of the Vedas, the Upanipds, the Puranas 
and the Bhagavatam. By his action toward divine 
service and also by his words, set in simple language 
to be easily understood by readers in general, he 
has given this philosophy to the world. It is his 
writings and his divine unparalleled character that 
have helped to produce a class of educated and 
enlightened men who are now proud of their 
Vaisnava faith and of their acquisition of the 
spiritual knowledge of the pure and sublime 
philosophy of Krsna on which the stern teachings 
of Sr7 Caitanya are based. 
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Though born in opulent circumstances (on the 
2nd of September, 1838), Jhakura Bhaktivinoda, 
who was given the name of Kedaranatha Datta, 
had to meet many difficulties in his early life. 

His childhood was spent at his maternal grand- 
father's house at Birnagar (Ulagram), from where 
he came to Calcutta at the age of thirteen, after 
the death of his father. After he completed his 
education, he was requested to be present at the 
time of his paternal grandfather's death. His grand- 
father, Rajavallabha Datta, had been a famous 
personality of Calcutta and had retired to a 
lonely place in Orissa to spend his last days as 
an ascetic. He could predict the future and knew 
when he would die, since he could commune with 
supernatural beings. Jhakura Bhaktivinoda was 
present at the eventful time when that great soul 
passed away, and after receiving his grandfather's 
instructions, he visited all of the major temples 
and asramas of the state of Orissa. 

Bhaktivinoda Jhakura then entered the 
educational service and introduced English 
education into the state of Orissa for the first 
time. He wrote a small book about all the asramas 
of the state and mentioned an asrama which was 
on his ancestor's property. “I have a small village 
Chotimangalpur in the country of Orissa of 
which I am the proprietor," he wrote. "In that 
village is a religious house which was granted by my 
predecessors to the holy men as a holding of rent- 
free land. The head of the institution entirely 


gave up entertaining such men as chanced to seek 
shelter on a rainy night. This came to my notice, 
and I administered a severe threat that his lands 
would be cruelly resumed if in the future complaints 
of inhospitality were brought to my knowledge." 
Bhaktivinoda Jhakura later took to the government 
service and was transferred to Bengal. In one town 
he gave a h istorical speech on the SrTmad-Bhagavatam 
which attracted the attention of thousands. He 
made the world know what hidden treasures pervade 
every page of the Bhagavatam, which should be read 
by all persons having a philosophical turn of mind. 

He was transferred some years later to a town called 
Champaran. I n this town there was a brahma-daitya 
living in a great banyan tree, and he was being wor- 
shipped by many degraded people. {A brahma-daitya 
is a type of ghost.) One day the father of a famous 
girl scholar came to Bhaktivinoda for alms, and 
Bhaktivinoda Jhakura at once employed him in 
reading the Bhagavatam under the shade of the 
banyan tree which was the abode of the ghost. 

After one month, the Bhagavatam was completed, 
and then and there the tree crashed to the ground, 
and the ghost was gone for good. Everyone was 
thankful for this act except the few dishonest persons 
who were worshiping the ghost. 

Bhaktivinoda's next move was to Purl. The govern- 
ment commissioner was much pleased to get him in 
his division, and he asked him to watch the affairs of 
the temple of Jagannatha on behalf of the government. 
It was through Bhaktivinoda's exertions that many 
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malpractices were checked and the time for the 
offering of foods before the Deity was regulated to 
its extreme punctuality. Thakura Bhaktivinoda was 
especially entrusted to quell the rise against the govern- 
ment of one Bi§iki§ena, who declared himself to be an 
incarnation of Maha-Vi§nu. During the course of his 
investigation, Thakura Bhaktivinoda found him to be 
a hoax and a culprit and charged him with transgressing 
government injunctions. After his trial the fellow was 
sentenced to imprisonment for a year and a half, but he 
died shortly after in jail. This man was really possessed 
of unnatural powers, but as they were the outcome of 
nonspiritual practices, he had to submit to the Thakura 
when the latter wanted him to do so. Bi§iki§ena was 
held in dread by the common people, and everyone 
warned Srlla Bhaktivinoda not to admonish him, even for 
the sake of justice, in view of the serious consequences 
that the yogi would inflict. But although the Thakura 
was not a man of ostentation and did not allow 
people to know his true qualities and spiritual 
strength, he easily cut down the demoniac power of 
the imposter. With the fall of Bi$iki§ena there rose 
an imposter BalarSma at another village, and there 
were also other so-called incarnations of God, but 
their plans were similarly frustrated. 

During his stay at Jagannatha PurT, Thakura 
Bhaktivinoda devoted much of his time to the dis- 
cussion of spiritual works and prepared notes on the 
Vedanta sOtras which were published with the com- 
mentaries of Baladeva Vidy3bhGsana. He also composed 
X.\r\e"Kalyanakalpataru" (from which "Vibhavari £esa," 


one selection, appears in this book). This may very 
truly be termed an immortal work, and it stands on 
the same level as the divine writings of Narottama dasa 
Thakura. In 1857 He left PurT on government service 
and started a well-known spiritual journal called the 
Sajjana-to$an7 ("The Satisfaction of Pure Devotees"). 
He also published the Sri Krsna-saihhita, which 
revealed to the world the underlying philosophy 
explaining the spiritual existence of Krsna. This 
book opened the eyes of educated people to teach 
them their true relationship with God. It also attracted 
the admiration of many German scholars, for although 
the public regarded Kr§na as a poetic creation of 
erotic nature, §r7la Bhaktivinoda revealed Kr§na as 
Parabrahman, the Supreme Transcendental Person, 
the Absolute Being, on the basis of Vedic evidence. 

At the close of his stay at the village of Narail, he 
visited Vrndavana. There he had to encounter a band 
of dacoits known as Kanjharas. These powerful bandits 
spread all over the roads surrounding the holy place 
and used to attack innocent pilgrims. Bhaktivinoda 
Thakura brought this news to the government and after 
many months of struggle extirpated the bandits from 
Vrndavana forever. From this time on Thakura 

• B 

Bhaktivinoda preached extensively in large gatherings, 
explaining all of the precepts of the sahkirtana of the 
holy names, Hare Kr§na, Hare Krsna, Krsna Kr§na, 

Hare Hare / Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare 
Hare. 

While staying at Barasat, Thakura Bhaktivinoda 
met the famous Bengali writer Bahkimacandra . This 
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novelist and playwright had just finished writing a book 
on Krsna, and knowing Srila Bhaktivinoda to be an 
authority on topics of Krsna, he gave the manuscript 
to Bhaktivinoda Thakura to see. It was full of mundane 
Western stylized speculations and ideas, but after four 
days of discussion, Bhaktivinoda had the whole text 
revised by Bar'ikimacandra to accommodate the pure 
supra-mundane precepts of Lord Caitanya. During 
his last year at Barasat, Bhaktivinoda was requested by 
a noted high court judge to publish an authoritative 
edition of thetfrlmad Bhagavad-gita with the commen- 
taries of 3rT Vi&anatha CakravartT Thakura as well as 
his own (Bhaktivinoda's) translation. The preface, 
written by Bahkimacandra , expressed his gratitude 
to the Thakura for his endeavor, and when it was 
published, the copies were soon exhausted. Then 
Thakura Bhaktivinoda published a unique work 
entitled Sri Caitanya-siksamrta, (The Nectarean 
Teachings of Lord Caitanya ) which dealt with Lord 
Caitanya's theistic philosophy and the philosophies of 
the Western speculators. This book defeats every 
other philosophy point for point and establishes 
the philosophy of Lord Caitanya as supreme. In 
1885 he started a society named £ri-Visva- Vaisnava 
Sabha for the propagation of pure hari-bhakti. 

Many eminent citizens of Calcutta joined the society, 
and several committees were organized with assigned 
duties. 

Bhaktivinoda Thakura was so anxious to see the 
land of Lord Caitanya that he applied many times 
for a transfer to any town nearby. Upon not receiv- 


ing the desired transfer, he formally submitted a 
resignation from public service, but it was refused. 
Then, to his great rejoicing, he obtained a transfer 
to Krsna-nagara, twenty-five miles from NavadvTpa, 
M3y3pur. Once stationed at a place near NavadvTpa, 
he did not let a single free moment pass without 
visiting the land of NavadvTpa. He at once made 
inquiries about the exact whereabouts of the differ- 
ent places of Lord Caitanya's pastimes. He soon 
discovered that the then city of NavadvTpa was 
only a town of 100 years' standing, so he was curious 
to locate the actual birthplace of Lord Caitanya. He 
wasconvincedthat the town of NavadvTpa was not 
the authentic location. He at once commenced a 
vigorous inquiry to find the truth of the matter, 
but he could not easily escape from the people who 
tried to make him believe that the birthplace of 
Caitanya was at that town. Then, after careful 
inquiry, he was told that the site was lost under the 
shifting course of the Ganges. Not satisfied with 
this explanation, he himself set out to discover the 
yoga pitha (birthplace). After great difficulties, 
he came to know of a place which was being adored 
by many realized souls as the true birthplace of 
&T Caitanya Mahaprabhu and which was then in 
the possession of the Mohammedans. Local inquiry 
and corroborative evidence from ancient maps of the 
latter part of the 18th Century which showed the name 
"SrT Mayapur" at last helped him to discover the 
reai site of the birthplace. The discovery led to the 
publishing of a valuable work called NavadvTpa- 



dhama-miahatmya. (Chapter Five of this book has 
appeared in ISKCON's Bengali Back to Godhead 
Magazine.) 

The year 1887 was the most eventful year in the 
history of the Vaisnava world, and Bhaktivinoda 
Jhakura was the prime mover of the events. It was 
in this year that he discovered the actual place of Lord 
Caitanya's birth, which was given up for lost. Thou- 
sands of visitors were present at a function held at 
the spot. Just after retirement from government 
service, Jhakura Bhaktivinoda himself, in a spirit of 
perfect humility and with a view to giving a firm 
standing to the discovery, went from door to door to 
raise funds for a temple. I n the Amrita Bazar Patrika 
newspaper, on the 6th of December, 1894, the follow- 
ing article appeared: "Babu Ked3ran3tha Datta, the 
distinguished Deputy Magistrate who has just retired 
from the service, is one of the most active members. 
Indeed, Babu Kedaranatha Datta has been deputed 
by his committee to raise subscriptions in Calcutta and 
elsewhere and is determined to go from house to house 
if necessary and beg a rupee from each Hindu gentle- 
man for the noble purpose. If B3bu Kedaranatha Datta 
sticks to his resolution of going around with a bag in 
hand, we hope that no Hindu gentleman whose house 
may be honoured by the presence of such a devout 
bhakta as Babu Kedaranatha will send him away 
without contributing his mite, however humble it may 
be, to the Gaura-Vi$nupriya Temple fund." Truly, 
Thakura Bhaktivinoda honored the houses of many 
persons for the fulfillment of the noble object he had 


undertaken. He went to persons to whom he would 
not have gone for any purpose but for this mission of 
Lord Caitanya, and his efforts were not fruitless, since 
the sum collected contributed to the construction of 
a building on the holy site of Lord Caitanya's appear 
ance. 

The work of preaching the holy name was also in 
full swing, and it spread fast into the distant corners of 
the globe. The Gaurariga -smarana-mahgala -stotra, with 
a preface in English containing the life and precepts of 
£rT Caitanya, came out from Bhaktivinoda's pen soon 
after the discovery of Lord Caitanya's birthplace and 
found its place in all the learned institutions of both 
hemispheres. 

The more the names of Lord Caitanya and Lord 
Krsna were preached, the merrier was JhSkura 
Bhaktivinoda. He thereafter made annotations of 
SrT Brahma-sarhhita and &rt Krsna karnSmfta and 
gave to the world his immortal and precious works 
£rl Hari-nama-cintamairii and Bhajana-rahasya. He also 
edited, with commentary, Srimad Bhagavatarka-marTci- 
mdl3, which contains all the most prominent slokas of 
the £r7mad-Bhagavatam pertaining to the Vaisnava 
philosophy. His pen never tired, and it produced many 
other Vaisnava philosophical works. He would begin 
his writings very late at night, after completing his 
government work, and stay up until one or two o'clock 
in the morning composing songs and literatures. Most 
of his works appeared in the Sajjana-tosanJ magazine 
(which will be translated shortly). He was equally 
engaged in writing and in preaching the holy name in 
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many districts of Bengal. His personal appearances 

at villages had marvellous effects on the people. To 

maintain the center at Nadia he built a house at £rf 

* 

Godruma-dvTpa which is called Sri-Svananda-Sukhada- 
Kunja. Here in this abode the preaching of hari-nama 
continued in full swing. 

It was at the beginning of the 20th Century that he 
chose to live at PurT and build a house on the beach- 
front there. Many honest souls sought his blessings and 
readily obtained them when he retired to the fourth 
order of life by taking sannySsa from £n Jagannatha 
d5sa B5bajT in 1908. Though he was leading the life 
of a renounced soul, he could not avoid the men of all 
description who constantly visited him. All of them 
received oceans of spiritual training, instructions and 
blessings. In 1910 he shut himself up and remained in 
a perfect state of samadhi, or full concentration on 
the eternal pastimes of the Lord. In 1914 he passed on 
to the blissful realm of Goloka on the day which is 
observed as the disappearance day of £ri Gadadhara. 
Here we quote a stanza written on the samadhi of 
Haridasa Thakura which £rlla Bhaktivinoda wrote 
sometime in 1871 to explain what influence a Vai;nava 
carries in this world even after his departure: 

He reasons ill who tells that Vai§navas die 
When thou art living still in sound I 
The Vai§navas die to live, and living try 
To spread the holy name around I 

3rila Bhaktivinoda predicted, "Soon there will 
appear a personality who will preach the holy name 


of Hari all over the world." It is clearly understood 
that His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada is that personality. I offer my prostrated 
obeisances first unto all the devotees that have surren- 
dered unto his divine lotus feet and next unto the 
devotees who will in the future take shelter of his lotus 
feet, and I then offer my humble obeisances unto his 
lotus feet again and again. May he bless this first trans- 
lation attempt so that it may be accepted by the Lord 
SrT Krsna, and may he engage me in the service of the 
six GosvamTs of Vfndavana, Lord Caitanya and Radharai^T. 

Acyutananda SvamT 

August 20, 1972 

Disappearance Day of £rlla Rupa GosvamT 
Radha-Damodara Temple 
Seva Kunj, Vrndavana 
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the spiritual master of 
His Divine Grace 
A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 
and foremost scholar 
and devotee in the recent age. 


Srlla GaurakiSora dasa 
BabajT Maharaja — 
the spiritual master of 
SrTIa Bhaktisiddhanta 
SarasvatT GosvamT 
and intimate student of 
SrTIa Thakura Bhaktivinoda. 


SrTIa Thakura Bhaktivinoda 
the pioneer of the program 
to benedict the entire world 
with Krsna consciousness. 
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SrT-GURU-PRANAMA (obeisances) 


om ajftSna-timirSndhasya jhanShjana-SalSkayS 
cak$ur unmilitam yena tasmai trf-gurave namah 

om-address; ajhSna-oi ignorance; timira- by the 
darkness; andhasya- of one who was blinded; jnana- 
afijana- by the ointment of knowledge; salakaya- by a 
surgical instrument; caksuh-eyes; unmTIitam-opened ; 
yena- by whom; tasmai -unto him; sri-gurave-unto my 
spiritual master; nasnah-obeisances. 

”1 offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual 
master, who has opened my eyes, which were blinded 
by the darkness of ignorance, with the torchlight of 
knowledge." 


tri-ca i tan ya -mano 'bh/ftam sthSpitam yena bhO-tale 
svayam rupah kadS mahyam dadsti sva-padSntikam 

sn-caitanya-ot Lord Caitanya; mana/j-mind; abhii$tam 
and desire (mission); sf/)ap/'fam-established; ye/?a-by 
whom; bhu-t ale-on the surface of the globe; svayam- 
himself; rupah- SrTIa Rupa GosvamT; Arada-when; 
mahyam- unto me;tfatfaf/-will give;sya-his own; 
patfa-lotus feet;anf/Aram-proximity to. 

"When will SrTIa Rupa GosvamT Prabhupada, 
who has established within this material world the 
mission to fulfill the desire of Lord Caitanya, give me 
shelter under his lotus feet?" 
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MANGALACARANA 


vande 'ham sn-gurofr sn- yuta-pada-kamalam sri-gurun vai$navami ca 
sn-rupam sagra/atam saha-gana-raghuna than vitam tam sa-jTvam 
sadvaitam savadhutam parijana-sahitam knna-cai tanya-de vam 
sri-radha’krsna padan saha-gana-lalita-sn-visakhanvitams ca 


vande— offer obeisances; aham— I ; sn-guroh—oi my 
spiritual master; srT-yuta— auspicious; pada-kamalam — 
unto the lotus feet; srT-gurun— unto the spiritual mas- 
ters; vaisnavan— unto all Vaisnavas; ca— and; in-rupam — 
untoSnia Rupa GosvamT; sa-agrajatam— with his 
elder brother (Sanatana Gosvami); saha gapa— with 
associates; raghunatha- Raghunatha dasa GosvamT; 
anvitam— accompanied by; tam— unto him; sa-jTvam— 
with SrTIa JTva GosvamT; sa-advaitam—a\ong with 
Advaita Acarya; sa-avadhutam -along with Lord 
Nityananda; parijana— and other associates; sahitam — 
with; krsna-caitanya-devam— unto Lord JsrT Krsna 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu; srT-radha-krsna-padan— unto 
the lotus feet of Radha and Kf§cia; saha-gana— along 
with associates; lalita—Sfl Lalita; sn-visakha—£n 
Visakha; anvitan— accompanied by; ca— also. 


"I am offering my respectful obeisances unto the lotus 
feet of my spiritual master and unto the feet of all 
Vaisnavas. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the 
lotus feet of SrTIa Rupa GosvamT along with his elder 
brother Sanatana GosvamT, as well as Raghunatha dasa 
and Raghunatha Bhatta, Gopala Bhatta and SrTIa JTva 
GosvamT. I offer my respectful obeisances to Lord SrT 
Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu and Lord Nityananda 
along with Advaita Ac3rya, Gadadhara, SrTvasa, and 
other associates. I offer^my respectful obeisances to 
SrTmatT RadharapT and SrT Krsna along withTheir 
associates SrT Lalita and Visakha." 
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srTl a-prabhupada -prana ti 

* 


nama orh vi$nu-padaya kfsna-prefthaya bhu-tale 
frimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine 

namah— obeisances; om— address; vi$nu-padaya— 
unto him who is at the feet of Lord Vi§nu; kr$na- 
pre$thaya—who is very dear to Lord Krsna; bhu-tale— 
on the earth; sri'mate— all beautiful; bhaktivedanta- 
svamin- A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami ; iti— thus; 
namine— who is named. 

"I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine 
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, who 
is very dear to Lord Krsna, having taken shelter at His 
lotus feet." 


namas te sarasvate devath gaura- vanT-pracarine 
nirvtfesasunyavadi-pas'catya-des'a-tarine 

namah— obeisances; te— unto you; sarasvate— 
servant of Bhaktisiddhanta SarasvatT GosvamT; devam— 
spiritual master; gaura-vanT— the message of Lord 
Caitanya; pracaripe- who are preaching; nirvise?a— 
from impersonalism; fonya-vadi— from voidism; 
pascatya— western; defa— countries; tarine— who 
are delivering. 

"Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual 
master, servant of SarasvatT GosvamT. You are kindly 
preaching the message of Lord Caitanya-deva and 
delivering the Western countries, which are filled 
with impersonalism and voidism." 



4 


$rTla-bha ktisiddhanta-sa rasva tT-prana ti 


nama orn vi$nu-padaya kr$na -pre$ thaya bhutale 
inmate bhaktisiddhanta-sarasvatTti namine 

" I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine 
Grace Bhaktisiddhanta Sa rasva fT, who is very dear 
to Lord Krsra, having taken shelter at His lotus feet." 

irT-varsabhanavTdevT-dayitaya krpabdhaye 
krsna -sambandha - vijnana -da yine prabhave namah 

srT-varsabhanavT-devTdayitaya— unto SrT VarjabhanavT- 
devT-day ita dasa, the servant of the husband of J>rTmatT 
RadharanT; krpa-abdhaye— who is an ocean of mercy; 
kr§na-$ambandha— of the relationship with Krsna; 
vijhSna— of the science; dayine— who is the deliverer; 
prabhave— unto the master; namah— obeisances. 

"I offer my respectful obeisances to Var$abhanavT- 

devl-dayita dasa [another name of £nla Bhaktisiddhanta 

Sarasvafi ) . who is favored by SrTmatT RadharanT and 

who is the ocean of transcendental mercy and the 

deliverer of the science of Krsna." 

• • • 

madhuryojjvala -premad h ya-in-rupanuga -bhak tida - 
srl gaura-karu na-iakti- vigrahaya namo 'stu te 


madhurya— conjugal; tv/yVa/a— glorious; prema— 
love; adhya— enriched with; irT-rupa-anuga— following 
SrTIa Rupa GosvamT; bhakti-da— delivering devotional 
service; irT-gaura—oi Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu; 
karuna—oi the mercy; sakti— energy; vigrahaya— unto 
the personified; namat}— obeisances; astu— let there 
be; te— unto you. 

"I offer my respectful obeisances unto you, who 
delivers devotional service which is enriched with 
conjugal love of Radha and Krsna, coming exactly 
in the line of revelation of £rTla Rupa GosvamT." 

namas te gaura - var iT-in m urta ye dTna-tarine 
rOpanuga-viruddhSpasiddhSnta-dh v£n ta -harine 

namah — obeisances; te— unto you; gaura-vanT— 
teachings of Lord Caitanya; irT-murtaye— unto the 
personified; dTna— of the fallen; taripe- unto the 
deliverer; rupa-anuga— the principles of SrTIa Rupa 
GosvamT; viruddha— against; apasiddhanta— of 
unauthorized statements; dhvanta— the darkness; 
haripe- unto you who are removing. 

"I offer my respectful obeisances unto you, who are 
the personified teachings of Lord Caitanya. You are 
the deliverer of the fallen souls. You do not tolerate 
any statement which is against the teachings of 
devotional service enunciated by SrTIa Rupa GosvamT." 
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SRI LAG A URAKISORA-PRANA Tl 

namo gaura-kiioraya sak$ad- vairagya-mur taye 
vipralambha-rasambhodhe padambujaya te namah 

namafr- obeisances; gaura-kiioraya— unto Gaurakifora; 
saksat— exactly; vairagya— renunciation ; murtaye— unto 
the personified; vipra/ambha— of separation; rasa— of 
the mellow; ambhodhe— 0 ocean; pada-ambujaya— 
unto the lotus feet; te— unto you; namah— obeisances. 

"I offer my respectful obeisances unto 
Gaurakifora dasa BabajT Maharaja [the spiritual 
master of Bhaktisiddhanta SarasvatT] , who is renun- 
ciation personified. He is always merged in a feeling 
of separation and intense love of Krsna." 


§r1la-bhakti VINODA-PRANATI 

namo bhaktivinodaya sac-cid-ananda-riamine 
gaura-iakti-svarupaya rupanuga-varaya te 

* 

namab— obeisances; bhaktivinodaya— unto SrTIa 
Bhaktivinoda Thakura; sat-cit-ananda-namine— known 
as Saccidananda; gaura— of Lord Caitanya; iakti— 
energy; sva-rupaya— whose own nature; rupa-anuga- 
varaya— who is the foremost follower of Srila Rupa 
GosvamT; te— unto you. 

"I offer my respectful obeisances unto Saccidananda 
Bhaktivinoda, who is transcendental energy of Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu. He is a strict follower of the Gosvamls, 
headed by §rila Ropa." 



6 


§RILA-JA GANNA THA PRANA Tl 

gauravirbhava-bhumes tv am nirde$ta saj-jana-priyah 
vaisnava-sarvabhaumah fn-jagannathaya te namah 

gaura— of Lord Caitanya; avirbhava— of the appearance; 
bhumeh— of the place; tvam— you; nirdesta— indicator; 
sat-jana—Xo all respectable persons; priyah— respectful, 
dear; vaisnava— of the Vaisnavas; sarvabhaumah— chief; 
frl-jagannathaya— unto Jagannatha dasa BabajT; te— 
unto you; namah— obeisances. 

"I offer my respectful obeisances to Jagannatha 
dasa BabajT, who is respectful to the entire Vaisnava 
community and who discovered the place where 
Lord Caitanya appeared." 


£ R I V A /SNA VA-PRANAMA 

* • s 

vancha-kal pa-tarubhyas ca krpa-sindhubhya eva ca 
patitanam pavanebhyo vaisnavebhyo namo namah 

vancha-kafpa-tarubhyah-who are desire trees; ca— 
and; kr pa— of mercy; si hdhubhy ah— who are oceans; 
eva— certainly; ca— and; patitanam- of the fallen 
souls; pavanebhyah— who are the purifiers; vaisnave- 
bhyab—unxo the Vaisnavas; namah namah— repeated 
obeisances. 

"I offer my respectful obeisances unto all the 
Vaisnava devotees of the Lord. They are just like 
desire trees who can fulfill the desires of everyone, 
and they are full of compassion for the fallen condi- 
tioned souls." 
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$rT-gaurangapranama 

9 

namo maha- v ad any ay a kr$na-prema-pradaya te 
krsnaya krsna-caitanya-namne gaura-tvise namah 

namah— obeisances; maha- vadanyaya— who are the 
most magnanimous; kfiipa-prema—oi love of Krsna; 
pradaya— who are the bestower; te— unto You; 
krsnaya— Lord Krsna; krsna -cai tan ya—£r~ Krsna 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu; namne— who are named; 
gaura-tvise— whose color is golden; namah- obeisances. 

"I offer my respectful obeisances unto the Supreme 
Lord SrT Krsna Caitanya, who is more magnanimous 
than any other avatara, even Krsna Himself, because 
He is bestowing freely what no one else has ever 
given— pure love of Krsna." 


SrT-paRca-ta ttva-pranAma 

pafica tattvatmakam k/jparf) bhak ta-rupa-svarupakam 
bhaktavatararh bhaktakhyarh namiami bhakta-saktikam 

paRca-tattva— five features; atmakam— consisting of; 
kr§nam- unto Lord Krsna; bhakta-rupa— form as a 
devotee; sva-rupakam- personal form; bhakta-avataram— 
the form of incarnation; bhakta-akhyam— celebrated 
as a devotee; namiami— I bow down; bhakta-saktikam — 
the giver of the energy of a devotee. 

"I bow down to Lord Krsna, who appears as a devotee 
(Lord Caitanya Himself],as His personal expansion [£rT 
Nityananda^His incarnation [S>rTAdvaita], His devotee 
[ rT^fTv3sa],and His energy [J>rT Gadadhara],and who 
is the source of all strength for the devotees." 



SRT- K RSNA -PR A NAM A 
• « * » 

he kr$na karuna-sindho dTna-bandho jagat-pate 
gopes'a gopika-kanta radha-kanta namo 'stu te 

he— 0; krsna— Krsna; karuna-sindho— ocean of 
mercy; dTna— of the distressed; bandho— friend; 
jagat— of the universe; pate— the Lord; gopa-Ts'a— 
master of the cowherdsmen; gopika-kanta-very 
dear to the gopTs; radha-kanta- lover of RadharanT; 
namah— obeisances; astu— let there be; te— unto You. 

”0 my dear Krsna, You are the friend of the distressed 
and the source of creation. You are the master of the 
cowherdsmen and the lover of the gopTs, especially 
RadharanT. I offer my respectful obeisances unto You.” 


SAMBANDHA -A DHIDE VA -PR AN AM A 

jayatam suratau pahgor mama manda-mater gat/ 
mat-sarvasva-padambhojau radha-madana-mohanau 

jayatam— all glories; suratau— who are engaged in 
amorous pastimes; pahgoh— who am lame; mama— 
of myself; manda-mateh— having depraved intel- 
ligence; gatT— the shelter; mat— my, sarva-sva— be 
all and end all; pada-ambhojau— whose lotus feet; 
radha-madana-mohanau— to Sri Radha and 
Madana-mohana. 

"Glory to the all-merciful 3r7 Radha and Madana- 
mohana, who are always engaged in amorous pastimes. 
They are the only shelter of my depraved and crippled 
self. Their lotus feet are the be-all and end-all of 
my life.” 
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ABHIDHE Y A- AD HI DEV A PR A NAM A 

dJvyad- vfndaran ya-kalpa-drumadhah 
irTmad-ra tnagara -si mhasana -sthau 
in in-radha-irlla-govinda-devau 
presthal/bhih sevyamanau smarami 

dTvyat— shining; vrndaranya—\n Vrndavana; 
kalpa-druma— the desire trees; adhah— under; 
srTmat— opulent; ratna— bedecked with gems; agara— 
in a mansion; simha-asana— on a throne; sthau— who 
are seated; in-irTradha— S rT Radha; in/a-govinda- 
devau— and Govinda; pre$tha— most loving; alibhih— 
by female attendants; sevyamanau— being served; 
smarami— I meditate upon. 

"I meditate on Sir! Radha and Govinda They are 
seated on a throne in a mansion bedecked with gems 
under the desire trees in Vrndavana, being served by 
Their loving female attendants." 


PR A YOJANA -ADHIDEVA-PRANAMA 
irlmian rasa-rasarambhT vamiTvata-tata-sthitah 

• m • 

karsan venu-svanair gopTr gopTnathah iriye 'stu nah 

inman— worshipable Lord; rasa-rasa— of the rSsa-ITIa; 
drambhf— the inaugurator; vam&Tvata— of the vamsivafa 
tree; tata— at the base; sthitah —seated; karsan— attracting; 
venu— of the flute; svanaih— with the sounds; gopih— the 
gopis; gopf-ndthah— Master of the gopts; iriye astu— may He 
be auspicious; nah— unto us. 

"May Lord Gopinatha confer on us His grace. He inaugurated 
the rasa-lfld by attracting the spiritual milkmaids of Vraja 
with the enchanting tune of His flute, and He is seated at 
the base of the vamifvata tree." 
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SrT-rAdhA-pranAma 

tapta-kahcana-gaurShgi rSdhe vrnddvaneivari 
vfsabhanu-sute devi pranamSmi hari-priye 

tapta— molten; kancana— like gold; gaura— fair complexion; 
ahgi— whose body; rddhe— 0 Radharant; vrndavana-Hvari— 
the Queen of Vrndavana; vr$abhanu-sute—the daughter of 
King Vrsabhanu; devi— 0 goddess; pranamdmi— I offer my 
respects; hari-priye— very dear to Lord Krsna. 

"I offer my respects to Radharant, whose bodily com- 
plexion is like molten gold and who is the Queen of 
Vrndavana. You are the daughter of King Vrsabhanu, and 
You are very dear to Lord Kfsna." 



PANCA TATTVA MAHA-MANTRA 
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( bhaja ) irJ-krsna-caitanya prabhu nityananda 
irT-advaita gadadhara irTvasadi-gaura-bhakta-vrnda 







'■ -jm WJJtfT: 

Lj*yr M '>% Jf&mJth 
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THE HARE KRSNA MAHA-MANTRA 
« • « 

HARE KRSNA 
HARE KRSNA 
KRSNA KRSNA 
HARE HARE 
HARE RAMA 
HARE RAMA 
RAMA RAMA 
HARE HARE 



£ri-£rT-gur V-A$TAKA 

( Eight Prayers Glorifying the Spiritual Master ) 

by Srtla ViSvanStha CakravartT Thakura 


Srlla VUvanalha Cakravarti Jhakura. who appeared in the latter half of the 17th Century, is a great spiritual master 
in the Kfjna conscious chain of gurus and disciples. He says that one should loudly chant the following eight prayers, with care and 
attention, during brahma-muhona. the auspicious time an hour and a half before sunrise when devotional practices are especially potent. 
Anyone who thus chants these eight beautiful prayers glorifying the spiritual master will certainly get a chance to render 
direct service to Kf$na, the Lord of Vpidavana, after the demise of his body. 


1) safosSra-d Svdnala-lidha-loka- 

tranSya karu nya ghana ghana tvam 
praptasya kalySna- gunarnavasya 
vande guroh trl-caranSra vindam 

samsara— of material existence; dava-anala— by the 
forest fire; ITdha— afflicted; loka— the people; tranaya— 
to deliver; karunya—ol mercy; ghanaghana-tvam—the 
quality of a cloud; praptasya— who is the receiver of; 
kalyana— auspicious; guna—ol qualities; arnavasya— 
who is an ocean; vande— I offer obeisances; guroh— 
of my spiritual master; irT— auspicious; carana- 
aravindam— unto the lotus feet. 

"The spiritual master is receiving benediction from 
the ocean of mercy. Just as a cloud pours water on a 
forest fire to extinguish it, so the spiritual master 
delivers the materially afflicted world by extinguishing 
the blazing fire of material existence. I offer my 
respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a 
spiritual master, who is an ocean of auspicious qualities/' 


2) mahaprabhoh kirtana-nrtya-gita- 
vaditra-madyan-manaso rasena 
romahca-kampairu-tarahga -bhajo 
vande guroh in-car ana rar/indam 

mahaprabhob—oi Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu; 
kTrtana— by chanting; nrtya— dancing; g~ta— singing; 
vaditra— playing musical instruments; madyat— 
gladdened; manasah— whose mind; rasena— by the 
mellow; roma-ahca— standing of the hair; kampa— 
quivering of the body; as'ru-tarahga— torrents of tears; 
bhajah— who feels; vande— I offer my obeisances; 
guroh— of my spiritual master; srT-carana-aravindam— 
unto the lotus feet. 

"Chanting the Holy Name, dancing in ecstasy, singing, 
and playing musical instruments, the spiritual master 
is always gladdened by the sah kTrtana movement of 
Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Because he is relishing the 
mellows of pure devotion within his mind, sometimes his 
hair stands on end, he feels quivering in his body, and 
tears flow from his eyes like waves. I offer my respectful 
obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual master." 
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3) fri-vigrahSradhana-nitya-nana- 

frngara -tan- ma ndira -mar j ana dau 
yuktasya bhaktami ca niyuhjato 'pi 
vande guroh iri-caranSravindam 

srTvigraha— the arca-vigraha, (Deities); aradhana— 

worshiping; nitya— always; nana— with various; 

srhgara— clothing and ornaments; rat— Their; mandira — 

temple; marjana— cleaning; adau— beginning with; 

yuktasya— who is engaged; bhaktan— his disciples; 

ca— and; niyunjatah—vjho engages; api— also; vande— 

I offer my obeisances; guroh— of my spiritual master; 

sncarana-aravindam— unto the lotus feet. 

• 

"The spiritual master is always engaged in the temple 
worship of £r7 Radha and Kfsna. He also engages 
his disciples in such worship. They dress the Deities 
in beautiful clothes and ornaments, clean Their temple, 
and perform other similar worship of the Lord. I 
offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet 
of such a spiritual master." 


4) ca tur-vidha-frT-b hagava t-prasa da - 

svadv-anna-tfptan hari-bhakta-sahgbSn 
kftvaiva tcptim bhajatah sadaiva 
vande guro() irT-carapSravindam 

catuh— four; vidha— kinds; /rT-holy; bhagavat- 
prasada— which have been offered to Kfsna; svadu— 
palatable; anna— by foods; tfptan— spiritually satisfied; 
hari— of Kfsna; b ha kta-sahghan— the association of 
devotees; kftva— having made; eva— thus; trptim— 
satisfaction; bhajatah— who feels; sada— always; 
eva— certainly; vande— I offer my obeisances; gurob— 
of my spiritual master; sn-carana-aravindam— unto 
the lotus feet. 

"The spiritual master is always offering Krsna four 
kinds of delicious food [analyzed as that which is 
licked, chewed, drunk, and sucked! . When the spiritual 
master sees that the devotees are satisfied by eating 
bhagavat-prasada , he is satisfied. I offer my respectful 
obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual master." 
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5) trhrSdhi kS-mSdhavayor apSra- 

mSdhurya-IF/S-guna-rQpa-nSmnSm 
pratikpnasva dana-lolupasya 
vande guroh Srf caranSra v indam 

srJ-rSdhikS- of SrTmatT RadharanT; madhavayoh- 
of Lord Madhava (Krsna); apara-unlimited; madhurya- 
conjugal; li/3— pastimes; (juna-qualities; rupa- forms; 
namnam-of Their holy names; pratiksana-at every 
moment; Ssvadana- relishing; lolupasya- who aspires 
after; vande- 1 offer obeisances; guroh- of my spiritual 
master; srT-caranaaravindam -unto the lotus feet. 

"The spiritual master is always eager to hear and 
chant about the unlimited, conjugal pastimes of 
Radhika and Madhava, and Their qualities, names, 
and forms. The spiritual master aspires to relish 
these at every moment. I offer my respectfu I 
obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual 
master." 


6) nikuhja-yOno rati-keh siddhyai 
yS yafibhir yuktir apekpantya 
tatrati-dSkpySd ativallabhasya 
vande guroh Srf-caranSravindam 

nikunja-yunah—of Radha and Krsna; rati— of conjugal 
love; Are//— of pastimes; siddhyai— for the perfection; 
ya ya— whatever; alibhih—by the gopTs; yuktih— 
arrangements; apeksanTya— desirable; tatra— in that 
connection; ati-daksyat— because of being very expert; 
ati-va/iabhasya—\Nbo is very dear; vande— I offer 
obeisances; gurofr— of my spiritual master; irT-carana 
aravindam— unto the lotus feet. 

"The spiritual master is very dear because he is expert 
in assisting the gopls, who at different times make 
different tasteful arrangements for the perfection of 
Radha and Krsna's conjugal loving affairs within the 
groves of Vrndavana. I offer my most humble obeisances 
unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual master. 
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7) sSksad-dhari tvena samasta -Sastrair 
uktas tat ha bhavyata eva sadbhih 
kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya 
vande guroh Sri car anarav indam 

safoaf-directly; hari- 1 vena -wtth the quality of Hari; 
samasta~a \\ ; sastraih- by scriptures; o/rf a/;— acknowl- 
edged; tatha— thus; bhSvyate— is considered; eva— 
also; sadbhih- by great saintly persons; kintu- however; 
prabhoh- of the Lord; yah- who; priyah- dear friend; 
eva-certainly; tasya-oi him (th e guru); vande- \ offer 
obeisances; guroh-of my spiritual master; sri-carana- 
aravindam- unto the lotus feet. 

"The spiritual master is to be honored as much as the Su- 
preme Lord because he is the most confidential servitor of 
the Lord. This is acknowledged in all revealed scriptures 
and followed by all authorities. Therefore I offer my 
respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a 
spiritual master, who is a bona fide representative 
of diT Hari [ Krsna] ." 


8) yasya prasSdSd bhagavat-prasSdo 
yasySprasSdan na gatih kuto 'pi 
dhyayam stuvams tasya yaSas tri-sand hyam 
vande guroh SrT-caranSra v indam 

yasya— of whom (the spiritual master); prasadat— 
by the grace; bhagavat—oi Krsna; prasadat)— the mercy; 
yasya— of whom; aprasadat— without the grace; 
na— not; gatih— means of advancement; kutah api— 
anywhere; dhyayan— meditating upon; stuvan— 
glorifying; tasya— of him (the spiritual master); 
yasal)— the glory; tri-sandhyam— three times a day; 
vande— I offer obeisances; gurofr—oi my spiritual 
master; iricarapa-aravindam— unto the lotus feet. 

"By the mercy of the spiritual master one receives 
the benediction of Krsna. Without the grace of the 
spiritual master, one cannot make any advancement. 
Therefore, I should always remember and praise the 
spiritual master. At least three times a day I should 
offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet 
of my spiritual master." 




<A $3 C*sfa!tfa33 *f% 53*1 3*W 1 3t*1 5&<5 f^Wt*! *fc«| B 
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SR/-SRI-SA D-GOSV AM Y- AST AKA 
• • • • 

by Srinivasa Acarya 


1) krsnotkTrtana-gana-nartana-parau premamrtambho-nidhJ 
dhlradhlra-jana-priyau priyakarau nirmatsarau pujitau 
srT-caitanya-krpa-bharau bhuvi bhuvo bharavahantarakau 
vande rupa-sanatanau raghu-yugau srT-fva-gopalakau 

I offer my respectful obeisances unto the six 
0 0 

GosvamTs, namely, SrT Rupa GosvamT, SrT Sanatana 
GosvamT, SrT Raghunatha Bhatta GosvamT, SrT 
Raghunatha dasa GosvamT, SrT JTva GosvamT and SrT 
Gopala Bhatta GosvamT, who are always engaged in 
chanting the holy name of Kfsna and dancing. They 
are just like the ocean of love of God, and they are 
popular both with the gentle and with the ruffians 
because they are not envious of anyone. Whatever they 
do, they are all-pleasing to everyone, and they are 
fully blessed by Lord Caitanya. Thus they are engaged 
in missionary activities meant to deliver all the condi- 
tioned souls in the material universe. 


2) nana &astravicaranai ka-ni punau sad-dharma-samsthapakau 
lokanam hita-karinau tri-bhuvane manyau saranyakarau 
radha kr sna padara vinda bha j ananandena mattalikau 
vande rupa-sanatanau raghu-yugau frT-jTva-gopalakau 

I offer my respectful obeisances unto the six 

0 * 

GosvamTs, namely, SrT Rupa GosvamT, SrT Sanatana 

0 * 

GosvamT, SrT Raghunatha Bhatta GosvamT, SrT 
Raghunatha dasa GosvamT, SrT JTva GosvamT and SrT 
Gopala Bhatta GosvamT, who are very expert in 
scrutinizingly studying all the revealed scriptures with 
the aim of establishing eternal religious principles 
for the benefit of all human beings. Thus they are 
honored all over the three worlds, and they are worth 
taking shelter of because they are absorbed in the 
mood of the gopls and are engaged in the transcen- 
dental loving service of Radha and Kr$na. 
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3) sn gaura hga gunanuvarnan avidhau sraddha-samrddhy-anvitau 
papottapa-ni kfntanau tanu-bhrtam govinda-ganamrtaih 
anandambudhi- vardhanaika- nipunau kaivalya-nistarakau 
vande rupa-sanatanau raghu-yugau sn-pva-gopalakau 

I offer my respectful obeisances unto the six 
GosvamTs, namely, Sr7 Rupa GosvamT, 3r7 Sanatana 
GosvamT, 3r7 Raghunatha Bhatta GosvamT, 3rT 
Raghunatha dasa GosvamT, ^rl JTva GosvamT and 
3r7 Gopala Bhatta GosvamT, who are very much 
enriched in understanding of Lord Caitanya and who 
are thus expert in narrating His transcendental qualities. 
They can purify all conditioned souls from the reactions 
of their sinful activities by pouring upon them transcen- 
dental songs about Govinda. As such, they are very 
expert in increasing the limits of the ocean of transcen- 
dental bliss, and they are the saviors of the living entities 
from the devouring mouth of liberation. 


4) tyaktva turnam as'esa-mantfala pati-srenJm sada tucchavat 
bhutva dTna-ganesakau karunaya kaupTna-kanthasritau 
gopT bhava-rasamrtabdh i-lahan-kallola-magnau muhur 
vande rupa-sanatanau raghu-yugau sr7- jTva -gopalakau 

I offer my respectful obeisances unto the six 
GosvamTs, namely, 3ri Rupa GosvamT, SrT Sanatana 
GosvamT, 3rT Raghun atha Bhatta GosvamT, SrT 
Raghunatha dasa GosvamT, SrT JTva GosvamT and SrT 
Gopala Bhatta GosvamT, who kicked off all association 
of aristocracy as insignificant. In order to deliver the 
poor conditioned souls, they accepted loincloths, treat- 
ing themselves as mendicants, but they are always 
merged in the ecstatic ocean of the gopls' love for Krsna 
and bathe always and repeatedly in the waves 
of that ocean. 
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5) kujat-koki/a-hamsa-sarasaganaklrne mayura-ku/e 

nana-ratna-nibaddha mula- vita pa-in -yukta-vfndavane 
radha-k($nam ahar-nisam prabhajatau jfvarthadau yau mud a 
vande rupa sanatanau raghu-yugau in /Tva-gopalakau 

I offer my respectful obeisances unto the six 
GosvamTs, namely, J>r7 Rupa GosvamT, J>rTSanatana 
GosvamT, dri Raghunatha Bhajja GosvamT, ^rT 
Raghunatha dasa GosvamT, ^rT JTva GosvamT and &rT 
Gopdla Bha^a GosvamT, who were always engaged in 
worshiping Radha-Kf$na in the transcendental land 
of Vpidavana, where there are beautiful trees full of 
fruits and flowers which have under their roots all 
valuable jewels. The GosvamTs are perfectly competent 
to bestow upon the living entities the greatest boon 
of the goal of life. 


6) sahkhya-purvaka-nama-gana-natibhil) kalavasanJkrtau 
nidrahara-viharakadi-vijitau catyanta-dmau ca yau 
radha-krsna-guna-smfter madhurf manandena sammohitau 
vande rupa-sanatanau raghu-yugau irT -/T vag opalakau 

I offer my respectful obeisances unto the six 
GosvamTs, namely, SrT Rupa GosvamT, SrTSanatana 
GosvamT, SrT Raghunatha Bhatta GosvamT, SrT 
Raghunatha dasa GosvamT, SrT JTva GosvamT and SrT 
Gopdla Bhatta GosvamT, who were engaged in chanting 
the holy names of the Lord and bowing down in a 
scheduled measurement. In this way they utilized their 
valuable lives, and in executing these devotional activi- 
ties they conquered over eating and sleeping and were 
always meek and humble, enchanted by remembering 
the transcendental qualities of the Lord. 
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7) radha-kunda-tate kalinda-tanaya-tTre ca vamsfvate 

premonmadavasad a£esadasaya grastau pramattau sad a 
gayantau ca kada harer gunavaram bhavabhibhutau muda 
vande rupa-sanatanau raghu-yugau s'n-jTva gopalakau 

I offer my respectful obeisances unto the six 
# # 

GosvamTs, namely, SrT Rupa GosvamT, Sn Sanatana 
# # 

GosvamT, SrT Raghunatha Bhatta GosvamT, SrT 
Raghunatha dasa GosvamT, SrT JTva GosvamT and SrT 
Gopala Bhatta GosvamT, who were sometimes on the 
bank of the Radha kunda lake on the shores of the 
YamunS and sometimes in Vamsivata. There they 
appeared just like madmen in the full ecstasy of love 
for Krsna, exhibiting different transcendental symptoms 
in their bodies, and they were merged in the ecstasy 
of Krsna consciousness. 


8! he radhe! vraja-devike! ca lalite! he nanda-suno! kutah 
sn-govardhana-kalpa-padapa-tale kalindi-vanye kutali 
ghosantav iti sarvato vraja pure khedair maha-vihvafau 
vande rupa-sanatanau raghu-yugau £rl-jTva-gopalakau 

I offer my respectful obeisances to the six 
# # 

GosvamTs, namely, SrT Rupa GosvamT, SrT Sanatana 
• * 

GosvamT, SrT Raghunatha Bhatta GosvamT, SrT 
Raghunatha dasa GosvamT, SrT JTva GosvamT and SrT 
Gopala Bhatta GosvamT, who were chanting very 
loudly everywhere in Vrndavana, shouting, "Queen 
of Vrndavana, RadharanT! O Lalita! O son of Nanda 
Maharaja! Where are you all now? Are you just on the 
hill of Govardhana, or are you under the trees on the 
bank of the Yamuna? Where are you?" These were 
their moods in executing Krsna consciousness. 



LORD CAITANYA'S MISSION 

Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu instructed His 
disciples to write books on the science of Krsna, a 
task which His followers have continued to carry out 
down to the present day. The elaborations and 
expositions on the philosophy taught by Lord Caitanya 
are, in fact, the most voluminous, exacting, and 
consistent, due to the system of disciplic succession. 
Although Lord Caitanya was widely renowned as a 
scholar in His youth, He left only eight verses, called 
Siksastaka. These eight verses clearly reveal His mission 
and precepts. These supremely valuable prayers are 
translated herein. 
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sri-sri-si’ksastaka 
• • • 

7) ceto-dar pana ma r/anam bhava-maha-davagni-nirvapanam 
sreyah-kairavacandrikavitaranam vidya-vadhu-jTvanam 
anandambudhi-vardhanam pratipadam purnamrtasvadanam 
sarvatma-snapanam param vijayate sn- krsna-sankl rtanam 

Glory to the SrT Krsna sahklrtana, which cleanses 
the heart of all the dust accumulated for years and 
extinguishes the fire of conditional life, of repeated 
birth and death. This sankfrtana movement is the prime 
benediction for humanity at large because it spreads the 
rays of the benediction moon. It is the life of all 
transcendental knowledge. It increases the ocean of 
transcendental bliss, and it enables us to fully taste the 
nectar for which we are always anxious. 

2) namnam akari bahu-dha nija-sarva-saktis 

tatrarpita niyamitah smarane na kalah 
etadrsT tava krpa bhagavan mama pi 

durdaivam Idrsam ihajani nanuragah 

O my Lord, Vour holy name alone can render all 
benediction to living beings, and thus You have hun- 
dreds and millions of names like Krsna and Govinda. 

In these transcendental names You have invested all 
Your transcendental energies. There are not even hard 
and fast rules for chanting these names. O my Lord, out 
of kindness You enable us to easily approach You by 
Your holy names, but I am so unfortunate that I 
have no attraction for them. 



3) trnad api sunTcena 

tar or api sahisnuna 
amanina manadena 

kTrtarif yah sad a harih 

One should chant the holy name of the Lord in a 
humble state of mind, thinking oneself lower than the 
straw in the street; one should be more tolerant than a tree, 
devoid of all sense of false prestige and should be ready 
to offer all respects to others. In such a state of mind 
one can chant the holy name of the Lord constantly. 

4) na dhanarh na janam na sundatlrh 

kavitam va jag ad -Isa kamaye 
mama janmani janmanTsvare 

bhavatad bhaktir ahaitukT tvayi 

0 almighty Lord, I have no desire to accumulate 
wealth, nor do I desire beautiful women, nor do I want 
any number of followers. I only want Your causeless 
devotional service birth after birth. 

5) ayi nanda-tanuja kinkaram 

pat it am mam visame bhavambudhau 
krpaya tava pada-pahka j a - 

sthita-dhuli-sadrsam vicintaya 

0 son of Maharaja Nanda (Krsna), I am Your eternal 
servitor, yet somehow or other I have fallen into the ocean 
of birth and death. Please pick me up from this ocean of 
death and place me as one of the atomsat Your lotus feet. 
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6) nayanam galad-asru-dharaya 

vadanam gadgada-ruddhaya gira 
pulakair nicitam vapuh kada 

tava nama-grahane bhavisyati 

0 my Lord, when will my eyes be decorated with 
tears of love flowing constantly when I chant Your holy 
name? When will my voice choke up, and when will 
the hairs of my body stand on end at the recitation 
of Your name? 

7) yu gay it am nimesena 

caksusa pravrsayitam 
sunyayitarii jagat sarvarii 
govinda-virahena me 

0 Govinda! Feeling Your separation, I am 
considering a moment to be like twelve years or more. 
Tears are flowing from my eyes like torrents of rain, and 
I am feeling all vacant in the world in Your absence. 

8) as'lisya va pada-ratam pinastu mam 

adars'anan marma-hatam karotu va 
yatha tatha va vidadhatu lampato 

mat-prana-nathas tu sa eva naparah 

1 know no one but Krsina as my Lord, and He shall 
remain so even if He handles me roughly by His embrace 
or makes me brokenhearted by not being present before 
me. He is completely free to do anything and everything, 
for He is always my worshipful Lord unconditionally. 







SrTla 

BHAKJI VINODA 
THAKURA 
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ARUNODA YAKTRTANA 
by £r?la Bhaktivinoda Thakura 


Dudi/o aruna pur aba bhiage, 
dvija-mani got a amani jage, 
bhakata-samuha loiya sat he, 
gel a nagara vraje 

2) 'tathai tathai' bajalo khol, 
ghana ghana tahe jhahjera rol, 
pteme dhala dhala sonara ahga, 
carane nupura baje 

3) mukunda madhava yadava hari, 
bolena bolo re vadana bhori' 
miche nida-vase gelore rati, 
divasa ianra-saje 

4) emana durlabha manava-deha, 
paiya ki koro bhava rta keha, 
ebe rta bhafile yafoda-suta, 
carame pod i be laje 


5) udita tapana hoile asta, 
din a gelo boll " hoi be by asta, 
tabe keno ebe alasa hoy, 
na bhaja hfdoya-raje 


6) ji vana anitya janaha sar, 
tahe nanavidha vipada-bhar, 
namasraya koti' yatane tumi, 
thakaha apana kaje 


7} fivera kalyana sadhana-kam, 
jagate asi' e madhura nam, 
avidya-ti mira-tapana-rupe, 
hrdgagane viraje 


8} krsna-nama-sudha koriya pan, 
judao bhakativinoda-pran, 
ham a vina kichu nahiko ara, 
caudda bhuvana-ma/he 


1 ) When the rising sun appeared in the East, the 
jewel of the twice-born, Lord Gaurasundara, awakened, 
and, taking His devotees with Him, He went all over 
the countryside towns and villages 2) and played the 
mrdahga, and the cymbals chimed in time. Lord 
Gauranga's shimmering golden features danced, and 
His footbells jingled. 3) All the devotees chanted the 
names Mukunda. Madhava, YSdava and Hari, their 
mouths being filled with the vibrations. They would 
announce to the still sleeping people, "You spend your 
nights uselessly sleeping and your days decorating your 
bodies! 4) You have achieved such a rare human body, 
but you do not care for this gift. You remain not 
serving the darling of Yasoda and slowly fall through 
your last moments to death. 5) With every rising and 
setting of the sun, a day passes and is lost. Then, why 
do you remain idle and not serve the Lord of the heart? 
6} This temporary life is full of various miseries. Take 
shelter of the holy name as your only business. 

7) To penetrate the darkness of ignorance and bless 
everyone's heart, the holy name has risen like the 
shining sun. 8) Drink the pure nectar of the holy name." 
There is nothing but the name to be had in the fourteen 
worlds. It has filled the soul of £ri Bhaktivinoda Thakura. 




ARUNODA YA-KIRTANA (part 2) 
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1 ) jTv /ago, jTv /ago, gauracanda bole 
kota nidra yao maya-plsacira kole 

2) bhajibo boliya ese somsara-bhitore 
bhuliya rohi'le tumi avidyara bhore 

3) tomare loite ami hoinu avatara 

ami vina bandhu ara ke ache tomara 


4) enechi ausadhi may a nasibaro lagi' 
hari-nama maha-mantra lao tumi magi' 

5) bhakativinoda prabhu-carane potfiya 
sei hari-nama-mantra loilo magiya 

1) Lord Gauranga is calling, "Wake up, sleeping 
souls! Wake up, sleeping souls! How long will you 
sleep in the lap of the witch called Maya? 2) You have 
forgotten the way of devotional service and are lost 
in the world of birth and death. 3) I have descended 
just to save you; other than Myself you have no friend 
in this world. 4) I have brought the medicine that will 
wipe out the disease of illusion from which you are 
suffering. Take this maha-mantra-hare krsna, hare 
krsna, krsna krsna, hare hate/ hare rama, hare rama 
rama rama, hare hare." 5) SrTIa Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
says: "I fall at the Lord's feet, having taken this 
maha-mantra . " 
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GAY GORA MADHUR SVARE 
by Snla Bhaktivinoda Thakura 


gay gora madhur svare 

hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare 
• • • • ••• • • » 

hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare 
gay gora madhur svare 

grhe thako, vane thako, sada ' hari ' bole dako, 
sukhe dukhe bhulo nako 
vadane hari -ham koro re 


maya/ale baddha ho 'ye acha miche kaj lo'ye, 
ekhono cetana peye, 

'radha madhava' ham bo to re 

jTvana hoi to ses, ha bhajfle hrsikes, 
bhaktivinodopadef, 
ekbar nam-rase mata re 


refrain: 

Sing the nectarean names of Gaurarigal 
0 my Lord, please engage me in Your loving service. 
Sing the nectarean names of Gaurariga! 


Whether you are a householder or a sannyasj, 
constantly chant Hari, Hari! Forget about happiness 
and sorrow and fill your lips with hari-nama. 


You are bound up in the ocean of miaya and are 
forced to toil fruitlessly. But as soon as you come to 
your senses, immediately shout out the names of 
Radha-Madhava. 


Without serving the Lord of the senses iHfsTkesa] 
you are as good as a dead man. Take the advice of 
Bhaktivinoda Thakura: just once relish the nectar of 
the holy name. 



GOPlNATHA! 

by SrTIa Bhaktivtnoda Thakura 
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part 1 


gopTnatha, mama nivedana suno 
visayT durjana, sada kama-rata, 
kichu rtahi mora guna 


0 GopTnatha, Lord of the gopTs, please hear 
my prayer. I am a materialistic rascal, always full 
of lust. I have no good qualifications. 


gopTnatha , amara bharasa tumi 
tomara carane, loinu s'arana, 
tomara kihkoro ami 


0 GopTnatha! You are my only resort. As 
Your eternal servant, I take shelter of Your lotus 
feet. 


gopTnatha, kemone s'odhibe more 
na jani bhakati, karme jadamati, 
podechi somsara-ghore 


0 GopTnathal How can I uplift myself? I don't 
know anything regarding devotional service. I am 
weakminded and have fallen into a pit of illusion. 


gopTnatha, sakali tomara may a 
nahi mama bolo, jhana sunirma/o, 
svadhTna nahe e kaya 


0 GopTnathal Everything here is but Your illu- 
sory energy. I have no power or pure knowledge, and 
I am bound by a material body. 


gopTnatha, niyata carane sthana 
mage e pamara, kahdiya kahdiya, 
korohe karuna dana 


0 GopTnatha! I desire to remain always at Your 
lotus feet. Please take this sinner, weeping and 
weeping, and show me Your mercy. 


gopTnatha, tumi to' sakali para 
durjane tarite, tomara sakati, 
ke ache papTra ara 


0 GopTnatha! You can do anything. You have 
purified the most wicked by Your power, but who 
is more wicked than me? 
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goplnatha, Xu mi krpa parabara 
jTvera karane, asiya prapance, 

I7la koile suvistara 


0 GopTnatha! You are the vessel of kindness. You 
enter into this mundane world and display Your 
sublime pastimes for the sake of the fallen souls. 


goplnatha, ami ki dose dosT 
asura sakala, pa Ho carana, 
vinoda thakilo bosi' 


0 GopTnatha! I am the sinner of sinners. Yet 
I sit waiting for You to take me, for many demons 
have attained Your lotus feet. 


part 2 


goplnatha, ghucao samsara-jvaia 
avidya-yatana, aro nahi sohe, 
janama-marana-mala 


0 GopTnatha! Destroy the miseries of this world! 
I am strung on a necklace of births and deaths and 
cannot bear the kicking of maya. 


goplnatha, ami to' kamera dasa 
visaya-vasana, jagiche hrdoye, 
phahdiche karama phahsa 


0 GopTnatha! I am a servant of lust, entangled 
in the net of material desire which has sprung up 
in my heart. 


goplnatha, kabe va jagiba ami 
kama-rupa ari, dure teyagibo, 
hrdoye sphuribe tumi 


0 GopTnatha! When will I wake up and cast 
this enemy of lust far from me? Then only will 
You be revealed to me in my heart. 


goplnatha, ami to' tomara jana 
tomare chatjiya, somsara bhafinu, 
bhuliya apana-dhana 


0 GopTnatha! I am Your own. By leaving Your 
lotus feet, forgetting Your treasures, I have served 
only maya. 



gopTnatha, tumi to' sakali jana 
apanara jane, dandiya ekhona, 
sn-car a rie deho sthana 

gopTnatha, ei ki vicara tava 
vimukha dekhiya, chada nija-jane, 
na koro'karuna-lava 

gopTnatha, ami to' murakha ati 
kise bhalo hoy, kabhu na bujhinu, 
tai heno mama gati 

gopTnatha, tumi to' pandita-boro 
mudhera martgala, tumi anvesibe, 
e dase na bhava paro 

part 3 

gopTnatha, amara upaya nai 
tumi krpa kori' amare loile, 
somsare uddhara pai 

gopTnatha, podechi mayara phere 
dhana data suta, ghireche amare, 
kamete rekheche jere 
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0 GopTnathal You know everything. Take me 
to Your lotus feet and punish Your servant. 

0 Gopmathal Is it to Your liking to reject me 
and not show me Your kindness? 

0 GopTnathal I am the greatest fool. I don't 
at all know what is good for me. I cannot understand 
anything. This is my fate. 

0 Gopmathal You are the greatest intellect. 

Not considering that I am Your servant, judge me 
without bias. 


0 GopTnatha! I have no means of benefiting 
myself. By Your mercy and kindness, please pick 
me up from this miserable world and take me to You. 

0 GopTnathal I have fallen into this dark world. 
Bound by wealth, wife and sons, I am feeling the 
pain of lust. 
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gopTnatha, mana ye pagala mor 
nia mane sasana, sada acetana, 
visaye ro yeche ghora 


O GopTnatha! I am going mad! Never caring 
for spiritual practices, I am always unconscious and 
deeply sunk in the muck of sense gratification. 


gopTnatha, hara ye menechi ami 
aneka yatana, hoilo biphala, 
ekhona bharasa tumi 


0 GopTnatha! I surrender unto You. All my 
endeavors are a useless waste of time. Now I surrender 
unto You. 


gopTnatha, kemone hoi be gati 
prabala indriya, vast b hut a mana, 
na chade visaya-rati 


O GopTnatha! How shall I reach the goal? My 
mind is overwhelmed by the powerful senses. I can- 
not shake off attachment to worldly pleasures. 


gopTnatha, hrdoye bosiya mor a 
manake samiya, loha nija pane, 
ghucibe vipada ghora 


O GopTnatha! Please reside in my heart. Destroy 
these dangerous obstacles, correct my mind and guide 
me to Your own true path. 


gopTnatha, anatha dekhiya more 
tumi hrsikesa, hrsika damiya, 
tar'he sarhsrti-ghore 


O GopTnatha! Please let Your glance fall on me. I am help- 
less, but You are HrslkeSa, the Lord of the senses. Please 
control my senses and pull me out of this world of dangers. 


gop~ mathagol ay a legeche phahsa 
krpa-asi dhori ' bandhana chediya, 
vinode koroha dSsa 


Bhaktivinoda Thakura prays: 

O GopTnathal My voice is faltering. I must throw 
off these shackles and catch hold of Your mercy. 
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GURU DEV A! KRPA-BINDU-DIYA 
# • 

by SrTIa Bhaktivinoda Thakura 


gurudeva! 

krpa-bindu diya, koro' ei dase, 
trnapekha ati hma 
sakala-sahane, bolo diya koro’, 
nija-mane sprhahTna 


Gurudeva, give to this servant just one drop of 
mercy. I am lower than a blade of grass. Give me all 
help. Give me strength. Let me be as you are, without 
desires or aspirations. 


sakale samman, korite sakati, 
deho' natha! yatha yatha 
tabe to' gaibo, harinama-sukhe, 
aparadha ha 'be hat a 


I offer you all respects, for thus I may have the 
energy to know you correctly. Then, by chanting the 
holy name in great ecstasy, all my offenses will cease. 


kabe heno krpia, iobhiya e jana, 
krtartha hoibe, natha! 
sakti-buddhi-hin, ami ati din, 
koro ’ more atma-satha 


When will such mercy fall to this one who is 
weak and devoid of intelligence? Allow me to be with 
you. 


yogyata-vicare, kichu nahi pai, 
tomara karuna sara 
karuna na hoile, kahdiya kahdiya, 
prana na rakhibo ara 


If you examine me, you will find no qualities. 
Your mercy is all that I am made of. If you are not 
merciful unto me, I can only weep, and I will not be 
able to maintain my life. 
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MAN ASA DEHA GEHA 
by SrTIa Bhaktivinoda Thakura 


1) manasa, deho, geho, yo kichu mora 
arpilun tuya pade, nanda-kisora 

2) sampade-vipade, jTvane-maratje 
day a mama gel a, tuya o-pada varane 

3) miarobi rakhobi — yo iccha tohara 
nitya-dasa-prati tuya adhikara 

4) janmaobi moy iccha yadi tor 
bhaktagfhe jani janma hao mor 

5) kTfa-janma hao yatha tuya dasa 
bahir-mukha brahma- janme nahi asa 

6) bhukti-mukti-sprha vihFna ye bhakta 
lobhoite tahko sanga anurakta 

7) janaka, janarv, doyita, tonaya 
prabhu, guru, patf—tuhuh sarva-moya 

8) bhaktfvinod kohe, suno kanaf 
radhanatha! tuhuh hamara parana 


1) My mind, my body, my home, or whatever 
I have in my possession I surrender unto Your lotus 
feet, 0 my dear Lord, son of Nanda Maharaja. 

2) In good or bad fortune, in life or at death, there 
is no other duty than taking shelter of Your lotus 
feet. 3)Now if You like You can kill me, or if You 
like You can give me protection. Whatever You like 
You can do. I am Your eternal servitor. You have 
every right to deal with me in any way You please. 

4) If I must be reborn, let that birth, by Your desire, 
be in the home of a devotee. Let that birth be mine. 

5) Even a worm's life HI live as Your servant, but a 
nondevotee Brahma's lifetime I'll never accept. 

6) If one has no aspiration for enjoyment or liberation, 
I simply hanker for his association. 7) Fathers, 
mothers, daughters, sons— all there may be— master, 
preceptor, husband. You are all in all to me. 

8) nla Bhaktivinoda says: "O Krsna, do hear. 

Lord of Snmatl RadharanT, You are my life dear." 



PRASADASEVAYA 
by £rTla Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
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part 1 

sarlra avidya jal, jodendriya tahe kal, 
jTvephele visaya-sagore 
tar madhye jihva ati, lobhamoy sudurmati, 
ta'ke jeta kothina somsare 

krsna bod a doyamoy, kori bare jib/3 joy, 
svaprasad-anna dila bhai 
sei annamrta khao, rad ha- kr$na- guna gao, 
preme dako caitanya-nitai 

0 Lord, this material body is a place of ignorance, 
and the senses are a network of paths to death. Some- 
how, we have fallen into this ocean of material sense 
enjoyment, and of all the senses the tongue is most 
voracious and uncontrollable; it is very difficult to 
conquer the tongue in this world. But You, dear Krsna, 
are very kind to us and have given us such nice prasada, 
just to control the tongue. Now we take this prasada 
to our full satisfaction and glorify You Lord-Radha 
and Kf§na-and in love call for the help of Lord 
Caitanya and Nityananda. 


part 2 

ek-dina santipure, prabhu advaitera ghare, 
dui prabhu bhojane bosilo 
sak kori" asvadana, prabhu bole bhaktagana, 
ei Sak krsna asvadilo 

haeno Sak asvadane, kfjnaprema aise mane, 
sei preme koro asvadana 
jacjabuddhi pari-hari', prasada bhojana kori 
'hari hari * bolo sarva-jan 

One day at £antipura in £ri Advaita's house. Lord 
Caitanya and Nityananda were seated at prasada. When 
Lord Caitanya tasted the green vegetables. He said, "My 
devotees, this sak is so delicious! Lord Kf$na has 
definitely tasted it. Such sak as this, when tasted, will 
give you a taste of krsna- prema” The devotees 
forgot their materialistic conceptions and took 
prasada shouting, "Hari boll Hari boll Hari bol!" 
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RfiDHA-KRSNA BOL 
by £rila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 


'radha-kffna bol bo! bo to re sobai 

1 ) (ei) iikha diya, sab nadiya, 

phirche nece gaur-nitai 
hari-bol bolo re ei iikha diya 
'radha-kr%na' bol bol bolo re sobai 

2) fmiche) mayar boie, yaccho bhese’, 

khaccha habudubu, bhai 

hari-bol bolo re bhai mayar bose 

' radha-krsna ' bol bol bolo re sobai 
• • • 

3) (j7v) krqna-das, ei visvas, 

korle to‘ ar dukha nai 
hari-bol bolo re jTv krsna das 
‘ 'radha-k[$na ' bol bol bolo re sobai 

4 J (krsna) bo /be yabe, pulak ha‘be, 
jhorbe ahkhi. boli tai 
hari-bol bolo krsna bolbe jabe 
' radha-krsna ' bol bol bolo re sobai 

I 4 • 

5) (rad ha) kr§m bolo, sahge calo , 

ei-matra bhikha cai 

hari-bol bolo radha krsna bolo 

■ • • 

' radha-krsna ‘ bol bol bolo re sobai 


6) (ySy) sakal vipod, bhaktivinod, 
bolen, yakhon o-nam gai 
hari-bol bolo re yay sakal vipod 
'radha-krsna bol bol bolo re sobai 


Chant, chant "Radha-Krsna!" Everyone chant! 

1) When Lord Caitanya and Lord Nityananda came 
dancing through Nadia, They gave these teachings: 
Chant, chant ''Radha-Krsna!'' Everyone chant! 

2) You are caught up in a whirlpool of senseless 
action and are sinking lower and lower. Chant, 
chant "Radha-Krsna!'' Everyone chant! 3) If you 
just understand that the spirit soul is the eternal servant 
of Krsna, you will never have any more sorrows. Chant, 
chant ''Radha-Krsna!'' Everyone chant! 4) Chant 
Hare Krsna and your eyes will fill with tears and your 
body will feel transcendental shivering. Chant, chant 
''Radha-Kfsna!'' Everyone chant! 5) Simply chant 
''Radha-Krsna'' and join with us. Those are the 

only alms we beg. Chant, chant "Radha-Krsna!” 
Everyone chant! 6) ''All dangers will be gone when 
that Name is chanted,'' says Bhaktivinoda Thakura. 
Chant, chant "Radha-Krsna!'' Everyone chant! 




RADHA MADHA VA 
by 3rlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
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radha-madhava kuHfa-biharT 
go pi- jana-va llabha giri-vara-dharT 
yasoda- nandana braja-jana-ra njana 
yamuna-tTra-vana-carT 

SrT Radha-Madhava have their loving pastimes 
in the groves (kuhjaj of Vrndavana. GopT-jana-vallabha 
means "one who attracts and reciprocates loving 
pastimes with the gopTs. Giri-vara-dharT is Krsna's 
name in the pastime of lifting Govardhana Hill. 
Yasoda-nandana is the son of Yas'oda (" nanda " 
means son and is also the name of Krsna's father, 
so Krsna is also Nanda-nandana). Braja-jana-raftjana 
means the attractive darling of the inhabitants of 
Vrndavana. He is always playing in the groves ( vana ) 
of the bank (tTra) of the Yamuna River. Therefore 
Krsna is also known as Yamuna-tTra-vana-carT. 

* * V 

(Srila Prabhupada is very fond of this song and 
sings it just before his lectures. In Allahabad and 
Gorakhpur £nla Prabhupada fell into a trance after 
singing the first two lines, and after some time 
he came back into external consciousness and said, 
"Now just chant Hare Krsna." §r7la Prabhupada 
says that this song is "a picture of Vrndavana. 
Everything is there— SnmatT RadharanT, Vrndavana, 
Govardhana, Yasoda and all the cowherd boys.") 
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(Note— These next two songs of Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura are written under 
the heading of Siddhi-lalasa. Lafasa means "to hanker in great expectation,” 
and siddhi means "perfection.” Hankering in great expectation to achieve a 
perfectional stage is called Siddhi-lalasa A devotee never has any desire for 
material enjoyment, heavenly birth, mystical powers, liberation or even the 
four superior stages of liberation such as attaining equal opulence to the Lord, 
having the same form as Lord Visnu, always being in the presence of the Lord, 
or living on the same planet as the Lord in the spiritual sky. The hankering of 
the pure devotee is simply that he will become the servant of the Lord uncon- 
ditionally. That perfectional stage is the stage to be desired). 


SIDDHI-LALASA 

a 

by SrTIa Bhaktivinoda Thakura 


kabe gauravane, suradhuni tate, 

'ha radhe ha krsna’ bole' 
kahdiya vedabo, deha-sukha chadi, 
nana lata-taru-tale 

ivapaca-grhete, magiya khaibo, 
pibo sarasvatT-jalo 
puline puline, gadagadi dibo, 
kori', krsna kolShalo 

dhamavasi jane, pranati koriya, 
magibo krpara lesa 
vai§nava carana renu, gaya makhi', 
dhari’ avadhuta vesa 

gauda-vraja-vane, bheda na dekhibo, 
hoibo varaja vasT 

dhamera svarupa, sphuribe nayane, 
hoibo radhara dasT 


When, oh when, will I chant on the bank of the 
Ganges in the land of NavadvTpa? 0 Radha, 0 Krsna. 
when will I wander among the creepers and trees 
with tears in my eyes and forget my bodily comforts? 
When will I be satisfied by taking some food from the 
untouchable men who live here and there and by 
drinking the water of the SarasvatT? When will I 
roll to and fro on the banks of the river, raising an 
uproar of “Krsna! Krsna!" When will I bow down 
to the inhabitants of the holy place of NavadvTpa and 
obtain a bit of their mercy? When will I wear the 
dress of the paramahamsas and wear the dust of the 
feet of the Vaisnavas on my body? When will I see 
the inhabitants of NavadvTpa as nondifferent from the 
inhabitants of Vrndavana, and when shall I become a 
VrajavasT, too? When will I see the true form of the 
transcendental realm opening before my eyes, and when 
will I attain the service of Srf RadharanT? 
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KABE HA 'BE BOLO 
(Invocation of the Holy Name) 
by Snla Bhaktivinoda Thakura 


1) kabe ha' be bo to sedin a mar 

(amar) aparadha ghuci', suddha name ruci, 
kf pa bole ha' be hrdoye sancar 
kabe ha' be bolo se-din amar 

2) t rriad hi ka hln, kabe nije mani', 
sahisnuta guna hrdoyete ani' 

sakale manada, apani amianT, 
ho' ye asvadibo nama-rasa-sar 
kabe ha'be bolo se-din amar 

3) dhana jano ar, kavita sundarT, 
bolibo na cahi deho sukhakorT 

janme-janme dao,ohe gaurahari! 
ahoitukT bhakti carane tomar 
kabe ha'be bolo se din amar 

4) ( kabe ) korite srT-krsna nama uccarana, 
pulakito deho gadgada vacana 

vaivarnya vepathu, ha'be samghatana, 
nirantara net re va'be asru-dhar 
kabe ha'be bolo se-din amar 


When, oh when will that day be mine? 

When my offenses ceasing, taste for the name increasing, 
when in my heart will your mercy shine, 
when, oh when will that day be mine? 


Great wealth or followers, feminine beauty, 

I won't care for them or the comforts of my body. 
Birth after birth give me, Oh Lord Caitanya, 
causeless devotion to Your feet divine, 
when, oh when will that day be mine? 


When will I utter Krsna, Krsna, Krsna, 
with words choked up and shivering body? 
When will I be trembling all over, 
lose bodily color, tears pouring from my eyes, 
When, oh when will that day be mine? 


Lower than a blade of grass, more tolerant than a tree. 
When will my mind attain this quality? 

Respectful to all, not expecting their honour, 
then shall I taste the name's nectar sublime. 

When, oh when will that day be mine? 
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5) kabe navadvTpe, suradhunTtate, 
gaura-nityananda boli' ni ska pate 
naciya gaiya, vepaibo chute, 
batulera pray chadiya vicar 
kabe ha 'be bolo se-din a mar 


When in NavadvTpa along with Ganges bank, 
shouting 'Gaura-Nityananda' as a surrendered soul, 
dancing, chanting, running everywhere, 
when will I become half mad of mind? 

When, oh when will that day be mine? 


6) kabe nityananda, mo/e kori' doya, 
chadaibe mora visayera maya 
diya more ni/a -, caranera chaya, 
namera hatete dibe adhikar 
kabe ha'be bolo se-din amar 


When will Lord Nityananda show mercy upon me, 
when will I reject the world of maya ? 

Bestow unto me the shade of Your lotus feet, 
let the right to preach the name be mine. 

When, oh when will that day be mine? 


7) kinibo, lutibo, hari-nama-rasa, 
nama-rase mati' hoi bo vivas a 
rasera rasika-. caraga paraia, 
koriya majibo rase anibar 
kabe ha'be bolo se-din amar 


I will beg, borrow, or steal the nectar of the name. 
By the name's effect I will feel paralyzed. 

Oh! Enjoyer of the nectar of the name. 

When will I touch your lotus feet till the end of time? 
When, oh when will that day be mine? 


8) kabe jTve doya, hoi be udoya, 
nifa-sukha bhuli' sudTna-hrdoya 
bhakativinod, koriya vinoya, 
srT-affiatahala kori be pracar 
kabe ha'be bolo se-din amar 


When kindness to all beings will be appearing, 
with free heart forget myself comforting, 
Bhaktivinoda in all humility prays, 

"Now I will set out to preach Your order sublime." 
When, oh when will that day be mine? 
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SUDDHA-BHAKA TA 
by 6rila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 


1} suddha-bhakata-, carana-renu, 
bhajana-anukula 
bhakata-seva , parama-siddhi , 
prema-lati-kara mu/a 

2) miadhava-tithi , bhakti-jananT, 

yatane pa f ana kori 
krsna-bosati , bo sat i boli', 
parama ad are bori 

3) gaur amara, ye saba sthane, 

korola bhramana range 
se-saba sthana, her i bo ami, 
pranayi -bhakata-sahge 

4) mrdahga vadya, s'unite mana, 

avasara sada yace 
gaura-vihita, kTrtana suni', 
anande hrdoy nace 


1 ) The dust of the lotus feet of pure devotees, 
enthusiastic devotional service, and service to the 
pure devotees of the highest order are the roots 
of the creeper of devotion. 2) The holy days like 
EkadasT and JanmastamT are the mother of devotion 
for those devotees who respect them. Let the holy 
places of Krsna's pastimes be my places of worship, 
and bless me. 3) May I always visit all the holy places 
associated with the ITIa of Lord Caitanya and His 
devotees. 4) When I hear the sound of the mfdahga 
in my heart I always desire to join in kTrtana; and 
when I hear the bonafide songs describing Lord 
Caitanya's pastimes, my heart dances in ecstasy. 
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5) yugala-murti, dekhiya mora, 

parama-ananda hoy a 
prasada seva, korite hoy a, 
sakala prapanca joya 

6) ye dina grhe, bhajana dekhi, 

grhete got oka bhaya 
caranasTdhu, dekhiya gahga, 
sukha na sTnia pay a 

7) tulasT dekhi', judaya prana, 

madhava- tosani jani' 
gaura-priya, saka-sevane, 
jfvana sarthaka mani 

8) bhakativinoda, krsna-bhajane, 

anukula pay a yaha 
prati -divase, parama-sukhe, 
svikara koroye taha 


5) Whenever I see the transcendental srT-vigrahas 
of Radha-Kf$na I am in bliss, for by taking Their 
Lordships' prasada we can conquer over the material 
elements. 6) One day while performing devotional 
practices, I saw my house transformed into Goloka 
Vpndavana. When I take the caranamfta of the Deity, 
I see the holy Ganges waters that come from the feet 
of Lord Visnu, and my bliss knows no bounds. 

7) By seeing the tulasT tree my heart feels joy, and 
Lord Madhava < Krsna) is also satisfied. When I eat 
the prasada favored by Lord Caitanya it is a new 
life's experience. (Lord Caitanya was very fond of 
a green vegetable preparation called sak, and there 
is another song in this book that tells of the amazing 
effects of this type of prasada.) 8) Bhaktivinoda 
concludes by saying: “Whosoever attains the stage 
of enthusiasm for these devotional practices will 
be supremely blissful wherever he may be.” 
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£ri-bhoga-arati 

by £nla Bhaktivinoda Thakura 


1) bhaja bhakata-vatsala drT gaurahari 
Srr gaurahari sohi gotfha-bihari, 
nanda-yaiomatT-citta-han 

2) beta ho'lo, damodara, aisa ekhona 
bhoga-mandire bosi' koroha bhojana 

3) nandera nideie boise giri-vara-dhan 
baladeva-saha sakha boise sari sari 

4) dukta-dakadi bhaji nalita kusmanda 

dati dalna dugdhatumbl dadhi moca-khanda 

5) mudga-boda masa-boda ropka ghftanna 
iaskufi pi aka khlr puli payasanna 

6) karpura amfta-kelT rambha kh7ra-sara 
am ft a rasa! a, am! a dvadasa prakara 

7) !uci cini sarpurf ladtfu rasaba/T 
bhojana korena kfina ho'ye kutuholT 


1) Worship Sri Gaurahari, who is always very 

affectionate to His devotees. Lord Caitanya, who is 

always having pastimes with many devotees, is Krsna 

Himself, the same personality who has stolen the heart 

of Yasoda-Nanda. 2) Mother Yaloda calls Krsna: 

• • • 

"Come on, the time has come for Your meal. Now 
come down to the hall." 3) The holder of Govardhana 
Hill sits down next to SrT Baladeva and all His friends, 
4) and they are served with a feast of s'ukta (a bitter 
tasting wet vegetable which increases the appetite), 
then nice fried things, then squash and white squash 
with data fdahl ) and thick yogurt, and vegetables made 
from the flower of the banana tree. 5) Then there are 
fried squares of mung data paddy and urad data paddies 
( bad a ), capatis and rice with ghee. Then there are 
sweets, cakes, thick creams, cakes floating in milk, 
sweet rice, 6) bananas, cheese and cream boiled 
together, twelve different kinds of chutneys, 7) puns 
made with white flour and sugar, thick cream (skin of 
milk) laddus, and data paddies boiled in sugar rice. 



8) radhikara pakka anna vividha byafijana 
parama anande krsna korena bhojana 

9) chole-bole taqidu khay srT-madhu-mahgalo 
bagala bajay, ara deya hari-bolo 

10) radhikadi gane hen" nayanera kone 
trpta ho'ye khay krsna yasoda-bhavane 

11) bhojana nte piye krsna subasita ban 
sabe mukha prakha/oy ho'ye sari sari 

12) hasta- mukha prakhaliya yata sakha-gane 
anande visrama kore baladeva sane 

13) jam but a rasa la ane tambula mo sal a 

taha kheye krsna-candra sukhe nidra gel a 

14) visalakha, sikhrpuccha camara dhu/aya 
apurva iayyaya krsna sukhe nidra yaya 

15) yasomatT-ajna peye dhani$tha-arifto 
irT-krsna-prasada radha bhunje ho'ye prTto 

16) lalitadi sakhTgana avaiesa paya 

mane mane sukhe radh a-ktsna guna gaya 

17) hari-IFIa ekmatra yahara pramoda 
bhogaroti gay thakur bhakati-vinoda 
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bhaja govinda govinda go pa la 
giri dharf gopT-natha nanda-du/ala 
nanda-dulalal yay gaur go p ala 
bhaja bhakata vatsala SrT gaurahari 

8) Eating these nice foodstuffs, Krsna feels great 
joy and ecstasy. Radharam Herself cooks various kinds 
of vegetables. 9) Krsna's brahmana friend Madhumangala 
is very fond of laddus, and when he eats them he shouts, 
"Hari bol! Hari bol!" and makes a funny sound by 
slapping his sides under his armpits with his hands. 

10) Radharam and Her gopT friends greatly delight at 
how Krsna takes prasada at Yasoda’s house. 

11-14) After taking sweets, Krsna is served with 
sweet drinks scented with rose water. Then all the 
friends of Krsna line up to wash their hands and mouths, 
and Krsna and Balarama go to take rest. They take pan 
with fancy spices and catechu and very happily take 
Their rest and are fanned with a tail fan by His servant 
Visalaksa. 15) SrT Dhani§tha is one of Kfsna's servants, 
and by Mother Yas'oda's orders he brings the prasada 
that is left on Krsna's plate, and Radharam eats it. 

16) Lalita-sakhT and all the other gopls also receive His 
prasada and in their hearts also sing the glories of 
Radha- Kfsiria. 17) Bhaktivinoda Thakura says; "There 
is no other happiness than that which is found in the 
pastimes of SrT Hari." 
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SRi-GAURA-ARA 77 
by fsrTIa Bhaktivinoda Thakura 


1) kiba jay a jay a goracandera arotiko sobha 
jahnavT-tatavane jaga-mano-lobha 

2) dakhine nitai-cahd, bame gadadhara 
nikate advaita, iri-nivasa chatra-dhara 

3) vasiyache gora-cahd rat na-simha sane 
aroti korena brahma-ad i deva-gane 

4) narahari-adi kori' camara dhulaya 
san jaya-mukunda- vasugho$-adi gay a 

5) iahkha biaje,ghan\a baje, baje karatala 
madhura mfdanga baje parama rasa! a 

6) bahu-kofi candra jini'vadana ujjvala 
gala-deie vana-mala kore jhalamala 

7) si va-4 uka-narada preme gadagada 
bhaktivinoda dekhe gorara sampada 


1) All glories, all glories to the beautiful arati 
ceremony of Lord Caitanya. Lord Caitanya's beautiful 
form on the bank of the JahnavT (Ganges) attracts all 
the living entities of the universe. 

2) On His right side is Lord Nityananda, and on 
His left side is far7 Gadadhara. On either side stand 
Lord &7 Advaita and Srinivasa who holds an umbrella 
over Lord Caitanya's head. 

3) Lord Caitanya is seated on a golden throne. 

The arati ceremony is performed by Lord Brahma, and 
all the other demigods are present. 

4) Lord Caitanya's associates like Narahari and 
others fan Him with a whisk, and Mukunda and V3su 
Ghosh are the expert singers that lead everyone in 
kTrtana. 

5) The sounds of the conchshell, cymbals, and sweet 
mrdafiga are very relishable to hear. 

6) Lord Caitanya's face shines like many, many 
millions of moons, and His garland of forest flowers 
also shines. 

7) Lord Siva, Sukadeva GosvamT, and Narada Muni 
are there, and their voices are choked with transcen- 
dental loving symptoms. Bhaktivinoda Thakura says: 
"Just see the opulence of Lord Caitanya!" 
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^rT-nama -kT rtana 

by Srlla Bhaktivinoda Thakura 

{Krsna is very pleased when we call on Him by 
His Names which are associated with His devotees, 
qualities and pastimes. This song by Bhaktivinoda 
Thakura is composed of the Names of Krsna in 
different aspects.) 

1) yaiomatJ-nandana, 2 ) braja-baro-nagara, 1) The son of Mother Yasoda, 2) The greatest 

3) gokulo-ranjana kana of all the inhabitants of Vraja, 3) The attractor of the 

4) gopl-parana-dhana, 5) madana-manohara, people of Gokula, 4) The heart of the gopTs, 5) The 

6) ka/iyadamona-vidhana One Who can even attract the mind of Cupid, 6)The 

7) amala harinam amiya-vilasa destroyer of the Kaliya serpent demon, 7) Chanting 

8) vipina-purandara, 9) navTna nagara-bora, the Lord's Name is my pastime. 8) He Who plays 

10) varbibvadana 1 1) suvasa in the garden groves, 9) The ever new beauty of 

Vrndavana, 10) He Who is always seen with His 

12) braja-jana-palana, 13) asura-kula-nasana, flute, II) He Who lives in beautiful artistic craftsman- 

14) nanda-godhana-rakhaoyala ship, 12) The protector of the inhabitants of Vraja, 

15) govinda madhava , 16)navanTta-taskara, 13) The destroyer of the descendants of the asuras, 

17) sundara nanda-gopala 14) He Who keeps and tends Maharaja Nanda's cows, 

15) Govinda Madhava, 16) The butter thief, 17) The 
18) yamuna-tata-cara, 19) gopi-vasana-hara, beautiful cowherd boy of Nanda Maharaja, 18) He 

20) rasa-rasika, 21) kfpamoya Who on the banks of the Yamuna 19) Stole the garments 

22) srhradha-vallabha, 23) vrndavana -natabara. of the gopTs, 20) He Who relishes the loving exchange 

24) bhakativinod-asraya of mellows, 21) He Who is full of mercy, 22)The 

attractor of RadharaqT, 23) The best dancer of 
Vrndavana, 24) The shelter of Bhaktivinoda. 
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TUMI SAR VESVA RESVA RA 
by SrTIa Bhaktivinoda Thakura 

1 ) tumi sarvesvares vara, brajendra-kumara! 
tomara icchaya vis've srjana samhara 

2) tava icchamata brahma korena srjana 1 ) 0 youthful prince of Vraja, You are the con- 

tava icchamata visnu korena pal ana troller of all controllers. By Your whims the universe 

is created and destroyed. 2) By Your wish Lord 

3) tava icchamate siva korena samhara Brahma creates, by Your whims Lord Visnu maintains, 

tava icchamate miaya srje karagara 3) by Your wish Lord Siva destroys, and by Your 

wish maya creates the prison of the world. 4) By 

4) tava icchamate jTver janama-marana Your wish the living entities are born and are killed. 

samrddhi-nipata dukha sukha-sahghatana They develop and they are degraded in different 

stages of happiness and pain all by Your sanction. 

5) miche maya-baddha jfva asa-pase phire' 6) You are my protector and maintainer. I have no 

tava iccha vina kichu korite na pare other wish but to attain Your feet. 7) By my own 

endeavor I have no hope. I am completely dependent 

6) tumi to' rakhako arpalako amara on Your desires. 8) SrTIa Bhaktivinoda says: “I 

tomara carana vina as'a nahiara am a very small devotee with only You to depend on. 

By Your wish I have my life or death.” 

7} nija-bo! o-ce§ta -pra ti bharasa chadiya 
tomara icchaya achi nirbhara koriya 

8) bhakativi nod a ati dTna akincana 
tomara icchaya ta'ra jTvana mar ana 



OH El VA I SNA VA THAKURA 
by 3r7la Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
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1) ohe! vaisnava thakura, doyara sagara, 

e dase karuna kori' 
diya pada-chaya, sod ha he amaya, 

tomara car ana dhori 
• 

2) chaya hega dami', chaya dosa s'odhi', 

chaya guna deha' dase 
chaya sat-sahga, deha' he amare 

bosechi sahgera ase 

3) ekakl amara, nahi pay bolo, 

harinama-sahkTrtane 
tumi krpa kori', sraddha-bindu diya, 

deha' krsna-nama-dhane 
• • • 

4) krsna se tomara, krsna dite para, 

tomara sakati ache 
ami to' kahgala, 'krsna' 'krsna' boli', 

dhiai tava pache pache 


1) 0 venerable Vaisnava, 0 ocean of mercy, be merci- 
ful unto your servant. Give me the shade of your lotus 
feet and purify me. I hold on to your lotus feet. 

2) Teach me to control my six passions; rectify my six 
faults, bestow upon me the six qualities, and offer unto 
me the six kinds of holy association.* 3) I do not find 
the strength to carry on alone the sahkTrtana of the 
holy name of Hari. Please bless me by giving me just 
one drop of faith with which to obtain the great trea- 
sure of the holy name of Krsna. 4) Krsna is yours; you 
have the power to give Him to me. I am simply running 
behind you shouting, "Krsna! Krsna !" 

*The six passions are those pertaining to words, 
the mind, anger, the tongue, the stomach and the 
genitals. The six faults are overeating, attachment to 
material things, inability to follow regulative principles, 
sense gratification, useless idle talk, and impure habits. 
The six positive qualities are enthusiasm in practicing 
devotional service, firm faith in devotional processes, 
a strong desire to attain prema-bhakti, a favorable 
service attitude, avoidance of non-devotees, and 
appreciation of the company of devotees. The six 
methods of association are to go to an assembly of 
devotees, to invite devotees into one's home, to discuss 
and hear devotional topics, to take the maha-prasada 
of devotees and to offer maha-prasada to devotees. 
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vibhavarTsesa 

by £r1la Bhaktivinoda Thakura 


vibhSvarl Sesa, d/oka-prove&a, 
nidrS chSdi’ utha jlva 
bolo'hari hari, 1} mukunda 2> mur5ri, 
3> r2ma 4> krsna s, hayagrlva. 

6, nrsimha 7> vSmana, 8> 6rl-madhusDdana, 
9> brajendra-nandana 10> iyama 
111 pDtanS-gha tana, w koitabha-&atana, 

13 'jay a dUSarathi-rUma 

u 'ya&od3 dulSla, J5> govinda-gopSla, 

I* i 

vrnda vana pur and ar a 
17) gopl-priya-jana, ie> r3dhik3-ramana, 

19 ) 

bhuvana-sundara-bora 

20> rHvanIintakora, 21> makhana-taskora t 

22) 

gopljana-vastrahUrl 
231 brajera rHkhaio, 24> gopa-vrnda-p3lo. 
25> cittahSn vamSl-dharl 


Now night is over. The fight of dawn is entering. 
Wake up, sleeping soufs! Chant the names of Krsna. 

He is 1) the bestower of liberation, 2) the killer of 
the Mura demon, 3) Lord Ramacandra, 4) all-attractive, 
5) the horse incarnation whose breathing created the 
Vedas, 6) the half man, half-lion incarnation, 7) the 
one who appeared as the dwarf, 8) the killer of the 
Madhu demon, 9,10) the blackish prince of Vrndavana, 
II, 12) the destroyer of the Putana and Kaitabha 
witches, 13) the son of Das'aratha, 14) the darling of 
Mother Vasoda, 15) the attractor of the senses, the 
cows and the land, 16) the cowherd boy of Vrndavana, 
17) the dearmost beloved of the gopTs, 18) the consort 
of RadharanT, 19) the most beautiful personality in 
the universe, 20) the bringer of the end to Ravana, 

21) the butter thief, 22) the thief of the garments 
of the gopTs, 23) the tender of the calves of Vraja, 

24) the friend of the cowherd boys 25) He who can 
steal one's mind with His flute playing. 
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,J yog'mdra-vandana , Srl-nanda-nandana, 

28) 

brajajana-bhayahSrl 
39> navlna nlrada, 30> rupa manohara, 
3>> mohana-vam&l-vih3rl 

32 ) 33 ) 

yasodS-nandana, kamsa-nisudana, 
34> nikufija-r3sa-vil3sl 

Ocl 3fi) 

kadamba-kSnana, rSsa-parSyana, 

3 7) vrnd3 - vipina-niv 3 si 

38 ) 39 ) 

Snanda-vardhana, prema-niketana, 
40> phula-&ara-yojaka k3ma 
4,1 gopShga-nagana, 421 citta-v'modana, 

43> samasta-gunagana-dhSma 

44> y5muna-jlvana, 45> keli-par3yana, 

461 m3nasa-candra-cakora 
n3ma-sudh3rasa, g3o kr?na-ya£a, 
rSkho vacana mana mora 


26) the Lord and master of mystical perfections, 27) 
the son of Maharaja Nanda, 28) He who removes all fear 
of the inhabitants of Vraja, 29) He who is the color of 
a new monsoon cloud, 30) He whose form is all- 
enchanting, 31) the enchanting flutist, 32) the son 
of Yasoda, 33) the killer of Kamsa, 34) He who enjoys 
the rasa-ITIa in the groves of Vrndavana, 35) and plays 
in the grove where the kadamba flowers grow, 36) 
who is controlled by loving mellows, 37) who lives 
in the groves of Vrndavana, 38) who is always in- 
creasing in ecstasy, 39) the reservoir of love, 40) 
who is decorated with flowers, 41) who jokes with the 
cowherd boys, 42) who is the pleasure of our conscious- 
ness, 43) the abode of all qualities, 44) the life of the 
Yamuna, 45) who is always playful, 46) and is the 
moonlight of our mind, which is like the cakora bird 
that exists upon moonlight. 

Chant these pure vibrations of the Lord's glories. 

Take these words of mine (6nla Bhaktivinoda Thakura) 
and keep them with you always. 
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VIDYARA V/LASE 
by SrTIa Bhaktivinoda Thakura 


1 1 vidyara vilase, katainu kata, 
parama sahase ami 
tomara carana, na bha/inu kabhu, 
ekhona Parana tumi 


6) tomara carana, viria kichu dhana, 
somsare na ache ara 
bhakativinod, jadavidya chadi', 
tuya pada kore sara 


2) padite padite, bharasa badilo, 

jhane gati babe mani' 
se asa viphato, se j ft ana durbalo, 
se jHana ajnana jani 

3) jadavidya yata, may ara vaibhava, 

tomara bhajane bad ha 
mo ha janamiya, anitya somsare, 
jTvake koroye gad ha 

4 ) sei gad ha ho'ye, sorhsarera bojha , 

bahinu aneka kalo 
vardhakye ekhona, iaktira abhave, 
kichu nahi /age bhalo 

5) jVvana yatana, hoilo ekhona, 

se vidya avidya bhelo 
avidyara jvala, ghatilo visama, 
se vidya hoilo seta 


^ ) Once I spent long, long hours in the pastimes 
of scholarship. I never took to service of Your 
lotus feet as I do now. 2) Reading on and on, never 
finding satiation, I felt that knowledge would be the 
highest goal. That hope was false and fruitless— that 
knowledge was ignorance. 3) Materialistic studies are 
the glare of maya only, for they are an obstacle to 
spiritual progress. The infatuated person is trapped 
in the nonpermanant world and falsely trying to enjoy 
it, and such studies make him as foolish as an ass. 

4) When they are stretched out over a long period 
of time, one loses all energy and is sapped of all 
power to enjoy. By the time old age comes, nothing 
in the world is tasteful for such an ass. 5) Now at the 
end of life I realize that all my academic study 
is ignorance. Realization of this fact is burning 
like a piercing dart. 6) Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura 
says: "Without Your lotus feet there is no value 
in the world. Reflecting upon my material studies, 

I take to Your lotus feet and superexcellence." 
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Sri la 

NAROTTAMA DASA 
THAKURA 



El -BAR A KARUNA 

a 

by Narottama dasa Jhakura 


1) ei-baro koruna koro vaifnava-gosai 
patita-pavana toma vine keho nai 

2) yahara nikate gele papo dure yay 
emona doyala prabhu keba kotha pay 


3) gangara para&a hoile pas cate pavan 
darfane pavitra koro-ei tomaragun 

4) hari-sthane aparadhe tare harinam 
toma-sthane aparadhe nahi paritran 

5) tomara hrdoye sad a govinda-viiram 
govinda kohena—mora vaisnava paran' 

6) prat i janme kori as a caranera dhuli 
narottame koro doya apnara boll' 


1 ) 0 Vaisnava GosvamT, please be merciful to me this 
one time. You are the savior of the fallen; without you 
there is no one. 2) Just by being in your presence, sins 
go far away. Where can anyone find such kindness? 3) 
Merely by the touch of the waters of the sacred Ganges 
one becomes liberated, even if he is the lowest of man- 
kind; but just by seeing you, the same effect is achieved. 
Such is your quality. 4) If one commits an offense at 
the feet of Lord Hari, he can be forgiven if he chants 
the holy name. But if one offends you, there is no 
salvation for him. 5) In your heart Lord Govinda is 
always resting. SrT Govinda Himself says, "I am the 
living force of My devotees." 6) I hope that in every 
birth I will obtain the dust of your lotus feet. SrT 
Narottama prays, "Please, 0 Vaisnava GosvamT, 
be kind unto me." 
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HARIHARI! VIPHALE 
by Narottama dasa Thakura 


hari hari! viphale janama gohainu 
manusya-janama paiya, radha-kr§na na bhafiya, 
janiya suniya visa khiainu 

golokero prema-dhana, hari-namasahkTrtana, 
rati na janmito kene taya 
somsara-bi§anale, dibanisi hiya /vale, 
judaite na kainu upaya 

vrajendra nandana yei, sacT-suta hoilo sei, 
balarama hoilo nitai 

dmahTna yata chilo, hari-name uddhanlo, 
ta'ra saksT jagai-madhai 

ha ha prabhu nandasutayrsabhanusutayuta, 
karurja koroha ei-baro 
narottama-dasa koy, na theliho rahga pay, 
toma vine ke ache a mar a 

0 Lord Hari, my life I've simply spoiled. 

Although I've taken this rare human birth, 
lika a miser, I've not served my Lord. 

I've no love for You, Radha and Krsna, 
and so quite purposefully I've drunk poison. 

From Goloka Vf ndavana comes the chant of Hare Krsna— 
such spiritual sounds vibrate only from the planets of God. 
How unlucky that I've no taste for nectar such as this, 
no love for transcendental bliss. 


All matter is on blazing fire, and it is always burning my heart. 
Though ablaze, I've no desire to escape. 

Though my mind and body burn, 

I remain bound, trying to enjoy this holocaust. 

Lord Caitanya, son of Mother ^acT, 
formerly son of Nanda Maharaja, 

has now appeared with Lord Nityananda, formerly Balarama. 
They come chanting the holy names— Hari, Rama, Krsna. 

Chanting Krsna's names,They extricate all kinds of fallen, 
sinful entities from the blaze of this dark age of iron. 

Even two drunkards, Jagai and Madhai, 
are delivered, purified by Their songs. 

My Lord Krsna, son of Nanda Maharaja, 
now You are before me with RadharanT, 
daughter of King Vf§abhanu. 0 Lord! 

Please cast your glance of mercy upon me. 

I Narottama dasa, now plead to You, Lord. 

Now I surrender to You fully. 

Please don't kick Narottama dasa away, 
for he has no shelter but Your lotus feet. 

Glance mercifully, 0 Lord, glance mercifully on 
Narottama dasa, who is pleading at Your feet. 
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HARI HE DA YALA 
by Narottama dasa Thakura 


1) hari he dayalo mora jaya radha-natha 
baro baro ei-baro laho nija-satha 

2) bahu yoni bh rami' natha! loinu Parana 
nija-gune kfpa koro ' adhama-tarana 

3) jagata-karana tumi jagata-jfoana 
tomachada kara nahi he radha- ramana 

4) bhuvana-mahgala tumi bhuvanera pati 
tumi upekhile natha ki hoibe gati 

5) bhaviya dekhinu ei jagata-mafhare 
toma vi ha keho nahi e dase uddhare 

I) 0 SrT Hari! 0 Lord of Radha! Be kind unto 
me again and again. Please, this time, take me to 
Your lotus feet. 2) Through many wombs have I 
traveled before surrendering to You. Please pick 
me up- 1, who am unqualified. 3) You are the 
cause and divine force of the universe, and there 
is no other controller than You. O Supreme Lord, 

0 bliss of Radha, 4) You are the only source of good 
fortune in this world, and You are its master. Please 
instruct me as to my true goal and resting place. 

5) I have seen and considered this whole world, 
and without You, Krsna, there is nothing that can 
save me. 


LA LAS A MAY? 
by Narottama dasa Thakura 

'gaurahga' bolite ha 'be pul aka sarlra 
‘hari hari' bolite nayane ba'be nTra 

ara kabe nitai-cahdera karuna hoibe 
somsara-vasana mora kabe tuccha ha'be 

visaya chadiya kabe suddha ha'be mana 
kabe hama herabo srivrndavana 

rupa-raghunatha-pade hoibe akuti 
kabe hama bujhabo se yugala-plriti 

rupa-raghunatha-pade rahu mora asa 
prarthana koroye sada narottamo dasa 

PURPORT 

by His Divine Grace 

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

This song was sung by Narottama dasa Thakura, 
a great devotee and acarya in the GaudTya Vaisnava- 
sampradaya, the disciplic succession coming down from 
Lord Caitanya. Narottama dasa Thakura has written 
many songs which are recognized as authority by 
all Vaisnavas. He has sung these songs in simple Bengali 
language, but the purport-the deep meaning of his 
songs-isvery significant. 
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In this song he says, 'gauranga' bolite ha'be 
pulaka sarira. One has attained the perfection of 
chanting when as soon as he chants the name of Lord 
Gauranga, who initiated this sahkTrtana movement, at 
once there is shivering in his body. This is not to be 
imitated, but Narottama dasa Thakura is asking, "When 
will that opportune moment come to us when there 
will be shivering of the body as soon as we chant Lord 
Gauranga 's name?" After the shivering: 'hari hari' 
bolite nayane ba'be nTra :" while chanting Hare Krsna, 
there will be tears in the eyes." 

Then he says, ara kabe nitai-cahdera karuna 
hoibe. We are all asking about the mercy of Lord 
Nityananda. Nityananda is supposed to be the original 
spiritual master, so we have to approach Gauranga, Lord 
Caitanya, through the mercy of Lord Nityananda. 

What is the symptom of a person who has achieved 
the causeless mercy of Lord Nityananda? Narottama 
dasa Thakura says that the symptom of one who has 
actually received the causeless mercy of Lord 
Nityananda is that he has no more material desire. 

Ara kabe nitai-candera karuna hoibe somsara-vasana 
mora kabe tuccha ha'be. Somsara-vasana means desire 
for material enjoyment, and Narottama dasa wonders 
when it will become very insignificant. Of course, 
as long as we have bodies we have to accept so many 


material things, but not in the spirit of enjoyment, but 
only to keep body and soul together. 

Narottama dasa says further, ru pa-rag hunatha- 
pade hoibe akuti: "When shall I be very much eager to 
study the books left by the six GosvamTs?" Akuti 
means eagerness. Because Rupa GosvamTis the father 
of devotional service, he has written a book called 
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu in which there are nice 
directions on devotional service. These topics are also 
dealt with in Caitanya-caritamrta and other books, 
and we have given the summary of those directions in 
our book. Teachings of Lord Caitanya. One has to 
learn of the conjugal loving affairs of Radha-Krsna 
through the teachings of these six GosvamTs. Narottama 
dasa Thakura directs us not to try to understand the 
conjugal love of Radha-Krsna by our own endeavor. 

We should try to understand this yugala-pTriti , 
conjugal love, under the direction of the GosvamTs. 

As long as the mind is too much absorbed in the 
materialistic thought, one cannot enter into the kingdom 
of Vrndavana. But Narottama dasa Thakura says, 
visaya chadiya kabe Buddha habe mana kabe hama herabo 
kri-vrndavana: "When the mind is completely purified, being 
freed from material anxieties and desires, then I shall be 
able to understand Vrndavana and the conjugal love of 
Radha and Krsna, and then my spiritual life will be successful." 




(hari) haraye namah, krsna yadavaya namah 
yadavaya mad has/ ay a keiavaya namah 

gopala go/inda ram srT-madhusudan 
giri-dhan gopT-natha madana-mohan 

srhcaitanya nityananda sri-advaita slta 
hari, guru, vaisnava, bhagavata. gT ta 

srT-rupa, srT-sanatana, bhatta-raghunath 
srTfiva gopaia-bhatta, dasa-raghunath 

ei chay gosai kori carana-vandan 
yaha hoite vighnanas abhTsta-puran 


ei chay gosai yar, mui taro das 
tah'sabara pada-renu mora paflca gras 

t and era car ana sevi bhakta-sane vas 
janame janame hoy, ei abhilas 

ei chay gosai yabe braje koiia vas 
radha-krsna-ni tya-ITIa kori la prokas 

anande bolo hari, bhaja vrndavan 
srT-guru-vaisnava-pade majaiya man 

srT guru- vaisnava -pad-padma kori as 
nama-sahkTrtana kohe narottama-das 


PURPORT 

by His Divine Grace 

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

0 

This song of SrTIa Narottama dasa Thakura is 
very famous among devotees in Bengal and Orissa. 

When Lord Caitanya returned from Gaya, where He 
was initiated by JsrTls'vara PurT, He was completely 
transformed into a God-intoxicated personality whom 
His students of grammar had never known before. 
Instead of teaching ordinary grammar studies. Lord 
Caitanya explained every sentence in such a way that 
every Sanskrit word and every letter was understood to 
indicate Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhe ad. 
This form of grammar was later on developed by SrTIa 
JTva GosvamT in a book called Hari-namamrtavyakarana, 
The Grammar of the Nectar and Name of §rl Hari. 

But Lord Caitanya's students thought that their teacher 
had become mad, and they rubbed His head with Vi§nu 
oil, an oil that cools the brain. Finally they asked Him, 
“You say that everything means Krsna and we should 
ultimately always be chanting the names of Krsna. Just 
how should we do this?" Then Lord Caitanya began to 
sing the names of Krsna and clap His hands, and He 
began His nama-sahklrtana movement. The names He 
sang are the first two lines of this song, and Narottama 
dasa Thakura and others have placed these names in the 
beginning of their writings to immortalize these events 
in the memory of everyone. 

Narottama dasa Thakura chants the names of Lord 

• 0 

Caitanya, Nityananda, SrT Advaita and STta (Lord 
Advaita's consort). Since Lord Hari, the spiritual 
master and the SrTmad Bhagavad-gJta are all on the 
transcendental platform, they are given the same 


respect. Then JsrTIa Narottama dasa chants the names of 
the six GosvamTs. "I offer my obeisances at their feet/' 
he sings, "which destroy sufferings accumulated over 
many long years. I am the servant of these six 
GosvamTs, and the dust of their lotus feet is my five 
kinds of foodstuffs. To serve their lotus feet and keep 
the association of devotees is my only business, birth 
after birth." When the six GosvamTs were staying at 
Vrndavana, they revealed the eternal transcendental 
pastimes of SrTSrT Radha-Krsna. Before Lord Caitanya 
the exact location of the places of Lord Krsna's 
pastimes were not known, and therefore Lord Caitanya 
instructed the GosvamTs to uncover the/ioly places 
and construct temples. The temple of SrT Radha- 
Damodara is situated near the location of the rasa 

0 

dance, and SrTIa Rupa GosvamT and the other GosvamTs 
used to gather there and discuss the topics of their 
literatures, which scientifically explained the super- 
excellent pastimes of SrT JsrT Radha-Krsna. By 
revelation of the places of Radha-Kf§na's pastimes, by 
excavation and by authoritative books, they revealed 
the pastimes of JjtT JjrT Radha-K^na. Narottama dasa 
Thakura says, "In great ecstasy shout the name of Hari 
and serve the real transcendental master and devotees." 
He concludes by saying, "With all hopes in the lotus 
feet of my guru and the holy Vai$navas, Narottama 
dasa sings the sahkfrtana of Lord Hari- Hare K[§na, 

Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare 
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare." 
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SAKHlVRNDE V !JN APT I 
by Narottama dasa Thakura 


1 ) rad ha-kr$na prana mora, yugala-kiiora 
jTvane marane gati, ara nahi mora 

2) kalindfra kule keli,-kadambera vana 
ratana vedTra uparo, bosabo dujana 

3) syama-gaurT ange dibo, candanera gandha 
camara dhulabo kabe, heri'bo mukha-candra 

4) ganthiya malatTra mala, dibo donhara gale 
adhare tuliya dibo, karpura tambule 

5) lalitavisakha-adi, yata sakhJvrnda 
a/naya karibo seva, caranaravinda 

6 ) sri krsna-caitanya-prabhura, dasera anudasa 

seva abhilasa kore, narottama-dasa 
• w 


t) 0 Radha-Krsna, Radha-Krsna! Radha-Krsna, 
my living force! 0 youthful couple, in life or death 
I have nothing more than You. 2) On the banks of 
the Yamuna in a grove of flowering kadamba trees, 

I will prepare a golden throne and seat You there. 

3) I will anoint Your dark and fair forms with sandal- 
wood pulp scented with aguru. I will fan You with 

a peacock tail fan and see Your two moonlike faces. 

4) I will string garlands of malatJ flowers and place 
them around Your Lordships' necks, and for Your 
lotus lips I will offer betel leaves scented with camphor. 

5) By the side of Lalita and Vis'akha I will stand, 
ready to fulfill any order of service at their lotus feet. 

6) Narottama dasa, the servant of the servant of the 
servant of Lord Caitanya, says: "Allow me to engage 
in these pastimes of devotional service." 
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SAPAR$ADA-GAURA-VI RAH A - VI LAP A 
by Narottama dasa Thakura 


1) ye anilo prema-dhana karuna pracur 
heno prabhu kotha gel a acarya thakur 

2) kaha mora svarupa-rupa, kaha sonatan 
kaha dasa-raghunatha patita-pavan 

3) kaha mora bhatta-yuga , kaha kaviraj 
eka-kale kotha gela gaura nata-raj 

4Jpasane kutibo mat ha, anale past bo 
gaurahga gunera nidhi kotha gele pabo 

5)se saba sahgTra sahge ye koilo vilas 
se sahga na paiya kande narottamo das 


1 ) That personality who delivered the treasure of 

prema-bhakti , who was so intense with compassion- 

0 

where is such a personality to be found as SrT Acarya 
Thakura (Srinivasa Acarya)? 2) Where are the saviors 
of the fallen souls? Where is my Svarupa Damodara, and 
where are Rupa Gosvaml and Sanatana GosvamT? 

Where is Raghunatha dasa to be found? 3) Where are 
my Raghunatha Bhatta and Gopala Bhatta GosvamTs? 
Where am I to find SrT Krsnadasa Kaviraja now? 

All at once they have gone to join Lord Gaurahga, the 
great dancer. 4) To reach such a perfect personality 
as Lord Caitanya, I can only break my head against 
the stone in the anguish of separation. 5) They have 
all gone off together in their own //7a (pastimes). 
Narottama dasa Thakura says: "Unable to obtain their 
association, I must simply weep." 



SAVARANA-GAURA-MAHIMA 
by Narottama dasa Thakura 


gaurangera dufi pad a, yara dhana-sampada, 
se jane bhakati-rasa-sara 
gaurangera madhura-h'la, yara karne pravesi/a, 
hrdoy nirmala bhelotara 

ye gaurangera nama toy a, tara hoy premodoya, 
tare muni yai balihari 

gauranga-gunete jhure, nitya-liia taresphure, 
se jana bhakati-adhikarT 

g aura tiger a sangi-gane, nitya siddha kori mane, 
se yaya vrajendra-suta-pasa 
s'ri-gautfa-mandal a-bhumi , yeba jane cintamani, 
tara hoy vrajabhume vasa 

gaura-prema-rasarnave, se tarange yeba dube 
se radha-madhava-antaranga 
grhe va vanete thake, 'ha gaurahga' bole dake, 
narottamo mage tara satiga 

PURPORT 

by His Divine Grace 

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

This is a song by Narottama d3sa Thakura in praise of 
the glories of Lord Caitanya. Gaurahga refers to Lord 
Caitanya, who has a fair complexion. One who has a fair 
complexion is called gaura, and since Lord Caitanya was 
very fair, just like molten gold. He was also named 


Gaurasundara. Narottama dasa Thakura says, gaurangera 
duti pada, yara dhana-sampada, se jane bhakati-rasa-sara. 
Anyone who has accepted the two lotus feet of Lord 
Caitanya can understand the true essence of devotional 
service. Devotional service is very difficult. It cannot be 
understood by any ordinary man. As it is stated in the 
Qhagavad-gCta, out of many thousands of persons who 
are trying to achieve the perfection of human life, only 
some actually become perfect and realize the self. And 
out of many thousands of such self-realized persons, 
only one can understand Krsna. Without understanding 
Kr-sna, how can one engage himself in the service of 
Krsna? Therefore, the devotional service of Krsna is not 
an ordinary thing. But, fortunately, if one follows in the 
footsteps of Lord Caitanya ( gaurahgera duti pada ) by 
following the path shown by Lord Caitanya— the process 
of simply chanting Hare Krsna— he can very easily under- 
stand what devotional service is. Therefore, Narottama 
dasa Thakura prays that one take shelter of Lord 
Caitanya and follow in His footsteps, for then one can 
understand the essence of devotional service. 

Lord Caitanya's pastimes are very pleasing because 
the basic principles of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu's 
movement are chanting, dancing and eating Kfsna 
prasada. He made His headquarters in Jagannatha Purl 
and would dance, chant and then immediately call for 
prasada to be distributed to the devotees. They were 
so pleased that every day hundreds of men would come 



to chant and dance with Lord Caitanya. The temple 
proprietor, the King of Orissa, Maharaja Prataparudra, 
had an open order to the workers in the temple to 
supply as much prasada to Lord Caitanya's devotees 
as they wanted. Therefore, His pastimes are very 
pleasant: chant, dance and take prasada. If one is 
captivated by the pastimes of Lord Caitanya, simply by 
chanting and dancing and eating prasada the dirty things 
in his heart will all become cleansed. The heart of 
anyone who takes to this movement of chanting, 
dancing and eating Krsna prasada will surely be cleansed 
of all dirty material contamination. Narottama dasa 
Thakura says very rightly, gaurahgera madhura-ITIa, 
yara karne pravesila, hrdoy nirmala bhelo tara: If one 
wants to cleanse his heart, he must take to the move- 
ment of Lord Caitanya, Krsna consciousness. 

Lord Caitanya is so nice that one who simply takes 
the holy name of Gaurasundara, iarT Krsna Caitanya, will 
immediately develop love of God. Generally, devotees 
first chant srT kr$na-caitanya prabhu nityananda, for the 
preliminary process of cleansing the heart is to invoke 
the mercy of Lord Caitanya, Lord Nityananda and Their 
associates. Lila means "pastimes." Without associates 
there cannot be pastimes, so Caitanya Mahaprabhu is 
always accompanied by associates— Nityananda, Advaita, 
Gadadhara, SrTvasa and many other devotees. Tara 
means "his," hoy means "it is effected," and premodoy 
refers to development of love of God. Simply by 
chanting srJ krsna- caitanya prabhu nityananda 
one immediately develops love of God. To such a 
person Narottama dasa Jhakura says, "Bravo!" to 
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encourage him in chanting Lord Caitanya's name and 
dancing: just as we clap and say, "Bravo!" similarly, he 
says, yai balihari: "Very nice. Excellent!" 

Then he says, gaurahga-gunete jhure, nitya-lila tare 
sphure: if one appreciates the merciful pastimes of 
Lord Caitanya and feels ecstasy and sometimes cries, 
this process will immediately help him to understand 
the pastimes of Radha-Krsna, which are called nitya-lila. 
The loving affairs between Radha-Krsna are not a 
temporary thing. Here in this material world we can 
see loving affairs between boys and girls, but that is 
temporary. That is simply for a few months, a few 
years, or maybe a little more. But then all that so-called 
love will go to hell. They are not permanent affairs. 

But if one really wants permanent love affairs, he must 
enter into the pastimes of Radha-Kr$na. Simply by 
appreciating Lord Caitanya's movement, one can 
immediately enter into or understand Radha-Krsna's 
eternal pastimes. One who can understand the trans- 
cendental eternal pastimes of Radha-Krsna reaches the 
highest perfectional stage of devotional service. 

The next line is gaurahgera sahgi-gane. Sahgi-gane 
means "associates." Lord Caitanya is always associated: 
He is not alone. We never see a picture of Lord Caitanya 
alone. At least there must be Lord Nityananda or 
Gadadhara Pandita. Actually, wherever Lord Caitanya 
was present, many thousands of devotees would 
assemble. Such devotees, especially those who were 
His nearest intimate associates, were nitya-siddha. In 
the devotional line there are three kinds of perfect 
devotees. One is called sadhana-siddha. This refers to a 
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person who has very rigidly performed the regulative 
prescriptions and thereby reached the perfectional stage. 
Reaching the perfectional stage by executing the 
regulative principles is called sadhana-siddha. There 
is another devotee who is called krpa-siddha. He may 
not have executed the regulative principles very 
rigidly, but by his service mood he is specifically 
benedicted by the spiritual master or Kfsria. He is 
immediately promoted to the perfectional stage. This 
is called krpa-siddha. Nitya-siddha is one who was 
never contaminated by the material nature. The 
sadhana-siddhas and the krpa-siddhas were supposed tp 
have once been in the contamination of material nature, 
but nitya-siddhas never came into contact with the 
material nature. All the associates of Caitanya 


Mahaprabhu are nitya-siddhas, or eternally perfect. 
Nityananda Prabhu is Balarama, the immediate expan- 
sion of Krsna. Advaita Prabhu is Maha-Visnu. He is also 
visnu-tattva. Gadadhara Prabhu is an expansion of 
Radharanl, and SrTvasa is an incarnation of Narada. 

They are nitya-siddha, or eternally perfect. They 
were never imperfect. They were never in contact 
with material contamination. We should understand 
that as Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, Kfsna Himself, is 
transcendental, similarly. His personal associates are also 
nitya-siddha, or eternally transcendental. Se yaya 
vrajendra-suta-pasa. Vrajendra-suta means Krsna. 

Simply by accepting that the associates of Lord 
Caitanya are eternally free, one can immediately be 
promoted to the transcendental abode of Lord Kfsna. 



Sri-gauda-mandala-bhumi. Gauda means West Bengal. 
Lord Caitanya appeared In West Bengal, NavadvTpa, and 
He especially flooded that part of the country with the 
sahkirtana movement. That part of the country has 
special significance, for it is non-different from 
Vrndavana. It is as good as Vrndavana. Living in Vrndavana 
and living in NavadvTpa are the same. Narottama dasa 
Thakura says, Sri-gauda-mandala -bhumi, yeba jane 
cintamani. Cintamani means the transcendental abode. 
Tara hoy vrajabhume vasa. If one simply understands 
that this land of NavadvTpa is not different from 
Vrndavana, then he actually lives in Vrndavana. One 
should not think that he is living in Bengal or any 
material country; the places where Lord Caitanya had 
His pastimes are as good as Vrndavana. 

Lord Caitanya's distribution of this love of God 
is compared with an ocean (rasa-arnavaj. What kind 
of ocean? Not this salty ocean that one cannot taste. 

The water of this ocean is so nice that if one drinks 
even one drop, he will like it more and more. It is 
not ordinary ocean water, of which one cannot taste 
even a drop. Therefore it is called rasarnava. In that 
ocean there are different waves; an ocean does not 
stand still, for it is not impersonal or void. And as 
the ocean is always dancing with waves, similarly 
the ocean of transcendental love of Krsna as introduced 
by Lord Caitanya has constant waves, constant sound. 
One has to dive deep into that ocean. If one knows 
the secret and says, "Let me dive deep into the 
ocean of the transcendental loving movement intro- 
duced by Lord Caitanya,” he immediately becomes 
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one of the confidential devotees of Radha and Krsna. 

Therefore Narottama dasa Thakura concludes 
this song by saying, grhe va vanete thake, 'ha gaurahga' 
bole dake. It is not necessary that one become a 
mendicant or give up his family life and society. 

One can remain wherever he finds it suitable, whether 
as a householder, as a brahmacafi, as a vanaprastha 
or as a sannyasJ. Vanaprasthas and sannyasls are 
supposed to live outside of the city. Vanete means 
forest. Formerly, those who were in spiritual conscious- 
ness used to live in the forest to become free of the 
turmoil of city life. But that is not possible now. 

In this age, no one can go into the forest. That 
requires practice, and no one is practiced to that 
line. Therefore generally one is recommended to 
live with his friends, wife and children; that doesn't 
matter. But he must take to the process of Krsna 
consciousness as introduced by Lord Caitanya. 

It is not difficult. The real thing is that one has to 
accept the movement of Lord Caitanya: chanting, 
dancing and eating Krsna- prasad a. Even if one is 
in family life, there is no difficulty. He can just sit 
down, chant Hare Krsna, dance nicely, and then take 
Krsna- prasad a. Everyone can do this. Those who 
have renounced this world, sannyasls, also can do 
it; there is no difficulty. Therefore Narottama dasa 
Thakura says that it doesn't matter whether one is a 
brahmacafi , grhastha or sannyasT. He says, "If you 
have taken to these principles of life, I desire your 
company because you are a devotee of Lord Caitanya.” 
In this way, Narottama dasa Thakura finishes the song. 
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srT-guru-carana-padma 

by Narottama d3sa Thakura 


1) srT-guru-carana-padma, kevala bhakati-sadma, 

bando mui savadhana mate 
yahara prasade bhiai, e bhava toriya yai, 
krsna-prapti hoy yaha hoite 

2) guru-mukha-padma-vakya, cittete koriya aikya 

ar na koriho mane asa 
in-guru-car ane rati ; ei sei uttama-gati, 
ye prasade pure sarva asa 

3) cakhudana dilo yei, janme janme prabhu sei , 

dibya-jnan hfde prokaiito 
prema-bhakti yaha hoite, avfdya vinas'a yate, 

\ rede gay yahara car i to 

4) in-guru karuna-sindhu, adhama janara bandhu, 

lokanath lokera jTvana 

ha ha prabhu koro doya, deho more pada-chaya, 
ebe yasa ghufuk tribhuvana 


The lotus feet of our spiritual master are the only 
way by which we can attain pure devotional service. 

I bow to his lotus feet with great awe and reverence. 

By his grace one can cross the ocean of material 
suffering and obtain the mercy of Kr$na. 

My only wish is to have my consciousness purified 
by the words emanating from his lotus mouth. Attach- 
ment to his lotus feet is the perfection that fulfills all 
desires. 

He opens my darkened eyes and fills my heart 
with transcendental knowledge. He is my Lord birth 
after birth. From him ecstatic prema emanates; by him 
ignorance is destroyed. The Vedic scriptures sing of 
his character. 

Our spiritual master is the ocean of mercy, the 
friend of the poor, and the lord and master of the 
devotees. 0 master! Be merciful unto me. Give me 
the shade of your lotus feet. Your fame is spread all 
over the three worlds. 



SR t -KRSNA -CA IT ANY APR AB HU 
by Narottama dasa Thakura 
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srT-krsna-caitanya-prabhu day a koro more 
toma vina ke daya/u jagat samsare 

patita-pavana-hetu tava avatar a 
mo- s a mo pat it a prabhu na paibe ara 

ha ha prabhu nityananda premananda-sukhi 
krpabalokana koro ami badodukhT 

day a koro si t a- pat i advaita gosai 
tava kr pa bole pai caitanya-nitai 

ha ha svarupa, sanatana , rupa, raghunath 
bhatta-yuga, sri-jTva, ha prabhu lokanath 

daya koro srT-acarya prabhu srinivas 
ramacandra-sahga mage narottamo das 

PURPORT 
by His Divine Grace 
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami PrabhupSda 

This is a song composed by Narottama dasa 
Jhakura. He prays to Lord Caitanya, "My dear Lord, 
please be merciful to me, because who can be more 
merciful than Your Lordship within these three worlds?" 
Actually, this is a fact. Not only Narottama dasa 
Thakura but Rupa GosvamT also prayed to Lord 


Caitanya in this way. At the time of the first meeting 
of Lord Caitanya and Rupa GosvamT at Prayag 
(Allahabad), SrTIa Rupa GosvamT said, "My dear Lord, 
You are the most munificent of all incarnations 
because You are distributing love of Krsna, Krsna 
consciousness." When Krsna was personally present 
He simply asked us to surrender, but He did not 
distribute Himself so easily. He made conditions- 
"First of all you surrender." But this incarnation. Lord 
Caitanya, although Krsna Himself, makes no such con- 
dition. He simply distributes: "Take love of Krsna." 
Therefore Lord Caitanya is approved as the most 
munificent incarnation. Narottama dasa Thakura says, 
"Please be merciful to me. You are so magnanimous 
because You have seen the fallen souls of this age, and 
You are very much compassionate to them, but You 
should know also that I am the most fallen. No one is 
more greatly fallen than me." Patita-pavana-hetu 
tava avatara: "Your incarnation is just to reclaim the 
conditioned, fallen souls, but I assure You that You 
will not find a greater fallen soul than me. Therefore, 
my claim is first." 

Then he prays to Lord Nityananda. He says, 
ha ha prabhu ni ty an and a premananda-sukhi. " M y d e a r 
Lord Nityananda, You are always joyful in spiritual 
bliss. Since You always appear very happy, I have 
come to You because I am most unhappy. If You 
kindly put Your glance over me, I may also become 
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happy." Then he prays to Advaita Prabhu. Daya koro 
sfta-pati advaita gosai. Advaita Prabhu's wife's name was 
STta. Therefore he is sometimes addressed as sTta-pati 
Thus Narottama dasa Thakura prays, "My dear Advaita 
Prabhu, husband of STta, you are so kind. Please be 
kind to me. If you are kind to me, naturally Lord 
Caitanya and Nityananda will also be kind to me." 
Actually, Advaita Prabhu invited Lord Caitanya to 
come down. When Advaita Prabhu saw that the fallen 
souls were all engaged simply in sense gratificatory 
processes, not understanding Krsna consciousness, he 
felt very much compassionate toward the fallen souls, 
and he also felt himself incapable of claiming them all. 
He therefore prayed to Lord Kr§na, "Please come Your- 
self. Without Your personal presence, it is not possible 
to deliver these fallen souls." Thus by his invitation 
Lord Caitanya appeared. Naturally, Narottama dasa 
Thakura prays to Advaita Prabhu, "If you will be kind 
to me, naturally Lord Caitanya and Nityananda also 
will be kind to me." 

Then he prays to the GosvamTs. Ha ha svarupa , 
sanatana, rupa, raghunatha. Svarupa refers to Svarupa 
Damodara, the personal secretary of Lord Caitanya. He 
was always with Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and he immedi- 


ately arranged for whatever He wanted. Two personal 
attendants, Svarupa Damodara and Govinda, were 
always constantly with Lord Caitanya. Therefore 
Narottama dasa Thakura also prays to Svarupa 
Damodara and then to the sfo< GosvamTs, the next 
disciples of Lord Caitanya-SrT Rupa, ^rT Sanatana, 
rTBhatta Raghunatha, SrT Gopala Bhatta GosvamT, 
ri JTva GosvamT and Raghunatha dasa GosvamT. These 
six GosvamTs were directly instructed by Lord Caitanya 
to spread this movement of Krsna consciousness. 
Narottama dasa Thakura also prays for their mercy. 

After the six GosvamTs, the next acarya was SrTnivasa 

Acarya. Actually. Narottama dasa Thakura was in 

the disciplic succession after Srinivasa AcSrya and was 

almost his contemporary, and his personal friend was 

Ramacandra CakravartT. Therefore he prays, "I 

always desire the company of Ramacandra." He 

desires a devotee's company. The whole process is that 

we should always pray for the mercy of the superior 

acaryas and keep company with pure devotees. Then it 

will be easier for us to advance in Krsna consciousness 

• ♦ • 

and receive the mercy of Lord Caitanya and Lord 
Krsna. This is the sum and substance of this song 
sung by Narottama dasa Thakura. 



SRTnI TYANA NDA - NIST HA 

• • 

by Narottama dasa Thakura 


nitai-pada kamala, koti candra-susTtala, 
ye chayaya jagat judaya 
hena nitai vine bhai, radha-krsna paite nai, 
drdha kori dharo nitai pay 

se samband ha nahi yara, brtha janma get a tar a, 
sei pasu bado duracara 
nitai na bolilo mukhe, majilo somsara-sukhe, 
vidya-kule ki koribe tara 

ahahkare matt a hoi ha, nitai-pada pasariya, 
asatyere satya kori mani 
nitai ra karuna habe, braje radha-krsna pabe, 
dharo nitai -car an a du'khani 

nitai -car ana satya, tahara sevaka nitya, 
nitai-pada sada koro asa 
narottamo bado dukhl, nitai more koro sukhT, 
rakha rahga-caranera pas'a 

PURPORT 

by His Divine Grace 

A.C, Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

This is a very nice song sung by Narottama dasa 
Thakura. He advises that nitai-pada, the lotus feet of 
Lord Nityananda { kamala means lotus, and pada means 
feet), are a shelter where one will get the soothing 


moonlight not only of one but of millions of moons. 

We can just imagine the aggregate total value of the 
soothing shine of millions of moons. In this material 
world [jagat), which is progressing toward hell, there is 
always a blazing fire, and everyone is struggling hard 
without finding peace; therefore, if the world wants to 
have real peace, it should take shelter under the lotus 
feet of Lord Nityananda, which are cooling like the 
shining of a million mooni Judaya means relief. If one 
actually wants relief from the struggle of existence 
and actually wants to extinguish the blazing fire of 
material pangs, Narottama dasa Thakura advises, 

"Please take shelter of Lord Nityananda." 

What will be the result of accepting the shelter 
of the lotus feet of Lord Nityananda? He says, hena 
nitai vine bhai: unless one takes shelter under the shade 
of the lotus feet of Lord Nityananda, radha-kr$na paite 
nai— it will be very difficult for him to approach Radha- 
K.rsna. The aim of this Krsna consciousness movement 
is to enable us to approach Radha-Krsna and associate 
with the Supreme Lord in His sublime pleasure dance. 
Narottama dasa Thakura advises that if one actually 
wants to enter into the dancing party of Radha-Krsria, 
he must accept the shelter of the lotus feet of Lord 
Nityananda. 

Then he says, se sambandha nahi. Sambandha 
means "connection" or "contact." Anyone who has 
not contacted a relationship with Nityananda is under- 
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stood to have spoiled his human birth. In another song 
also Narottama dasa says, hari hari viphale janama 
gohainu: anyone who does not approach Radha- Krsna 
through a relationship with Nityananda has uselessly 
spoiled his life. Brtha \ means "useless.' Vanma means 
''life.'' Tara means "his," and sambandha means 
"relationship." Anyone who does not make a relation- 
ship with Nityananda is simply spoiling the boon of his 
human form of life. Why is he spoiling it? Sei pa&u bado 
duracara. Sei means "that," paiu means "animal," 
and duracara means "misbehaved" or "the most misbe- 
haved." Without elevation to Krsna consciousness 
through the mercy of Lord Caitanya and Nityananda, 
life is simply spoiled for the animal propensities of sense 
gratification. Narottama dasa says that ordinary animals 
can be tamed, but when a human being is animalistic, 
having only animal propensities, he is most horrible, 
for he cannot be tamed. Ordinary cats and dogs or even 
a tiger can be tamed, but when a human being goes out 
of his way and neglects to take to the human activity 
of Krsna consciousness, his higher intelligence will 
simply be misused for animal propensities, and it is 
very difficult to tame him. The enactment of state laws 
cannot make a thief an honest man; because his heart 
is polluted, he cannot be tamed. Every man sees that 
a person who commits criminal offenses is punished by 
the government, and also in scriptural injunctions 
punishment in hell is mentioned. But despite hearing 
from scripture and seeing the action of the state laws, 
the demoniac cannot be tamed. 


What are they doing? Nitai na bolilo mukhe. 

Since they do not know who Nityananda is, they never 
say the names of Lord Nityananda and Lord Caitanya. 
Majilo somsara-sukhe. Mafilo means "becomes absorbed." 

They become absorbed in so-called material enjoyment. 
They don't care who Lord Caitanya and Nityananda are, 
and therefore they go deep down into material existence. 
Vidya-kule ki koribe tara: if one has no connection with 
Nityananda, and if he does not come to Krsna conscious- 
ness, his vidya, or his so called academic education, and 
kule, birth in a high family or great nation, will not 
protect him. Regardless of whether one is born in a very 
big family or nation or has a very advanced academic 
education, at the time of death nature's law will act, his 
work will be finished, and he will get another body 
according to that work. 

Why are these human animals acting in this way? 
Ahankare matta hoi Ft a, nitai-pada pasariya. They have 
become maddened by a false concept of bodily life, and 
thus they have forgotten their eternal relationship 
with Nityananda. Asatyere satya kori mani. -such 
forgetful persons accept the illusory energy as factual. 
Asatyere refers to that which is not a fact, or, i n 
other words, maya. Maya means that which has no 
existence but is a temporary illusion only. Persons who 
have no contact with Nityananda accept this illusory 
body as factual. 

Narottama dasa Thakura then says, nitaira karuna 
habe, braje radha-krsna pabe: "If you actually want to 
approach the association of Radha- Krsna, you must 



achieve the mercy of Lord Nityananda first. When He 
is merciful toward you, then you will be able to 
approach Radha-Krsna." Dharo nitai-carana du'khani. 
Narottama dasa advises that one firmly catch the lotus 
feet of Lord Nityananda. 

Then again he says, nitai-carana satya. One 
should not misunderstand and think that as he has 
caught hold of maya, similarly the lotus feet of 
Nityananda may also be something like that maya or 
illusion. Therefore Narottama dasa confirms, nitai- 
carana satya: The lotus feet of Nityananda are not 
illusion; they are a fact. Tahara sevaka nitya: and 
one who engages in the transcendental loving service 
of Nityananda is also transcendental. If one engages in 
the transcendental loving service of Nityananda in 
Krsna consciousness, he immediately achieves his 
transcendental position on the spiritual platform, 
which is eternal and blissful. Therefore he advises, 
nitai-pada sada koro asa: always try to catch the lotus 
feet of Lord Nityananda. 

Narottamo bado dukhi. Narottama dasa Thakura, 
the acarya, is taking the position that he is very un- 
happy. Actually, he is representing ourselves. He says, 
"My dear Lord, I am very unhappy.” Nitai more koro 
sukhl: "Therefore I am praying to Lord Nityananda to 
make me happy." Rakha rahga-caranera pas'a. "Please 
keep me in a corner of Your lotus feet." 
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Sri-rupa-maRja rT-pada 

by Narottama dasa Thakura 


1) in - r u pa-man j an- pad a, sei mora sampada, 

sei mor bhajana-pujana 

2) sei mora prana-dhana, sei mor abharana, 

sei mor jTvanera /Tv ana 

3) sei mora rasa-nidhi, sei mora vancha siddhi 

sei mor \/edera dharama 

4) sei vrata, sei tapah, sei mora mantra japa, 

sei mor dharama-karama 

5) anukula ha' be \/idhi, se pade hoibe siddhi, 

nirakhibo e-dui nayane 

6) se-rupa madhurl-rasi, prana-kuvalaya sail, 

praphullito ha be nisi -dine 

7) tuya adarsana ahi, garale jarala dehT, 

cirodin tapita fTvana 

8) ha ha prabhu koro doya, deho more pada-chaya, 

narottama loilo s'arana 


» 

1) The lotus feet of Sri Rupa ManjarT are my treasure, 
my devotional service, and my object of worship. 2) They 
They give my life meaning, and they are the life of my 
life. 3) They are the perfection of rasa, and they are 
perfection worthy of attainment. They are the very law 
of the Vedic scriptures for me. 4) They are the meaning 
of all my fasts and penances and my silent utterings of 
my mantras. They are the basis of religion and activ- 
ities. 5) By the purifying process of favorable devotional 
service one will attain perfection and with these two 
eyes be able to see. 6) His transcendental form is shining 
like moonlight in my heart, and my heart therefore 
shines and reciprocates. In other words, the ordinary 
moon lights up the night, and its shine illuminates 
other objects; but the moon of the effulgence of the 
form of Sri Rupa ManjarT shines into the heart and makes 
the heart also shine back to the spiritual sky. This 
moon shines not only in the nighttime, but day and 
night. 7) Your absence from my vision is like a dose of 
strong poison, and I will suffer till the end of my life. 

8) Narottama dasa Thakura says: "Please give me your 
mercy and the shade of your lotus feet." 



VRNDAVANA 
by Narottama dasa Thakura 
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vrndavana ramyasthana, divya cintamani-dhama, 
ratana-mandira manohara 
avrta kalindf-nTre, rajahamsa keli kore, 
tahe iobhe kanaka kama! a 

tara madhye hema-pTtha, asta-dale vestita, 
asta-dale pradhana nayika 
tara madhye ratnasane, bose achen dui-jane, 
syamasahge sundarT radhika 

rupa /abanyarasi, amiya padiche khasi, 
hasya-parihasa-sambhasane 
narottama-dasa koya, nitya-fTfa sukha-moya 
sadai sphuruka more mane 


Vrndavana is a transcendental beautiful place. 

It is in the spiritual sky, where everything is made 
of touchstone, which fulfills all desires. All the temples 
there are bedecked with costly jewels. In that far 
distant place is the River Yamuna, which is full of 
lotus flowers. In the midst of that throng of lotus 
flowers there is a golden boat, appearing like another 
big lotus flower, with eight petals, who are none 
but the eight chief gopJs who always surround Radha 
and Krsna. In the surrounding petals there is a 
golden throne where the two transcendental lovers, 
namely Radha and Krsna, are seated, but of all of 
them the governing Deity is SrTmati RadharanT. 

There is no comparison to RadharanT's beauty and 
the luster of Her transcendental body. The so-called 
beauty of the moon has fallen on the ground in the 
presence of RadharanT's beauty. In that assembly of 
Radha-Krsna and Their principal associates there is 
a flood of laughing and joking as they address one 
another. Narottama dasa says that the eternal 
pastimes of Radha-Krsna from day to day are full 
of transcendental pleasure. Let us all remember them 
now and then and thus become happy even in this 
material world. 



76 


THE HOLY PLACES OF VRNDAVANA 
by Krsnadasa Kaviraja GosvamT 


1 ) jaya rad he jay a krsna jay a vrndavana 
srl-govinda, goplnatha, madana-mohana 

2) syama-kunda, radha-kunda, giri-govardhan 
kalindTyamuna jaya, jay a mahavana 

3) kesJ-ghata, vams'f-vata, dvadasa-kanana 
yaha saba fila koilo irl-nanda-nandana 

4) srT-nanda- yas oda jaya, jaya gopa-gana 
sndamadi jaya, jaya dhenu-vatsa-gana 

5) jaya vrsabhanu, jaya klrtida-sundarT 
jaya paurnamasT, jaya abhTra-nagarT 

6) jaya jaya gopTsvara vfndavana-majha 
jaya jaya krsna-sakha batu dvijaraja 

7) jaya rama-ghata, jaya rohinj-nandana 
jaya jaya vrndavana-vasT yata jana 

8) jaya dvi ja- pat nT jaya, nagakanya gana 
bhaktite yahara pai/o govinda-carana 

9) sn-rasa-mandala jaya, jaya radha-syama 
jaya jaya rasa-li/a sarva-manorama 

10) jaya jayojjv ala-rasa sarva-rasa-sara 
parakTya-bhave yaha, brajete procara 

1 1) sn-jahnava-pada padma koriya smaraoa 
dT na krsnadasa kohe nama sahkTrtana 
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1) All glories to Radha and Krsna, and to the tran- 
scendental realm of Vmdavanal All glories to the 
three presiding Deities of Vrndavana— Govinda, 
GopTnatha and Madana-mohana. 2) All glories to 
Syama-kunda and Radha-kunda, which are beautiful 
garden pools belonging to Radha and Krsna and are 
the places of the pinnacle of Their 171 as. Glories to 
Govardhana Hill and to the Yamuna, or Kaiindt, and 
to the great forest. 3)G lories to KeSf-ghata, where Krsna 
killed the horse demon, and to the i /am&f-vata tree, 
where Krsna used to sit and call the gopis with His 
flute. Glories to the twelve groves of Vrndavana. These 
places set the background for the son of Nanda 
Maharaja to play His pastimes. 4) Glories to Krsna's 
divine mother and father, Nanda- Yasoda, and to the 

cowherd men. Glories to Krsna's friends the cowherd 
✓ w • • • 

boys headed by Sridama. All glories to the cows and 
calves of Vrndavana. 5) All glories to Radha's mother 


and father, KTttida and Vrsabhanu, and to Her 
grandmother, who is the personality of Yogam3ya. 

6) All glories to the Lord of the gopis of Vrndavana and 
to Krsna's brdhmana friends Sud3m3 and Madhumarigala. 

7) G lories to R3ma-ghata. Glories to the son of Rohint 
(Balarama), and glories to all the inhabitants of 
Vrndavana. 8) All glories to the N3gapatnTs. All glories 
to the wives of the Vedic brdhmanas who left their 
husbands and surrendered at the lotus feet of Krsna, 
Govinda, and were bestowed with pure bhakti. 9) Glories 
to the arena of the rasa dance and Radha-Syama. 

Glories to the rasa-ITIa which captures the minds of 

all. 10) All glories to the ever-shining mellow of 
paraklya-bhava, the supreme platform of the unalloyed 
"lawless love" of the gopis. 11) With memory of the 
lotus feet of Lord Nitydnanda's iakti, Sn Jahnava-devT 
(Yogamaya), Kfjnadasa, who describes himself here as 
very fallen and lowly, sings the names of the Lord. 
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JA YA RADHA -GO VtNDA 


jaya radha-govinda radha-govinda radhe * 
rupa-gosvamlr prana-dhana he 

jaya radha-madanamohana radha-madanamohana radhe * 
sanataner prana-dhana he 

jaya radha-damodara rad ha-da mod ara radhe * 
jTvagosvamTr prana-dhana he 

jaya radha-ramana radha-ramana radhe * 
gopala-bhatter prana-dhana he 

jaya radha-gokulananda radha-gokulananda radhe * 
lokanather prana-dhana he 

jaya radha-gopl hatha radha-gopTnatha radhe * 
madhupanditer prana -dhana he 


jaya radha-syamasundara radha-syamasundara radhe * 
syamanander prana-dhana he 

jaya radha-giridharl radha-giridharJ radhe * 
dasa-gosvamlr prana-dhana he 

These are the names of the famous 

seven temples of Vrndavana and the acaryas 

who founded them. SrT Lokanatha, SrT Madhupandita 
/ 0 

and Syamananda Gosvanrfi were associates of SrTnivasa 
Acarya, and their history is in a book called the 
Bhakti-ratnakara. Prana-dhana means "the lord of 
one's life." The Deities of Radha-Govinda, GopTnatha, 
etc., are the Lords of Their acaryas' lives. The GosvamTs 
and acaryas were all perfectly realized souls, and as 
such their vision of the Deity was not obstructed 
by any material conception. Thus they could hear 
the Deity speaking to them and see the Deity's 
pastimes. 


(repeat) * 



srTdamodarastaka 

/ 

by SrT Satyavrata Muni 


namamTs'varam sac-ci d a nanda-ru pam 
lasat-kundalam gokule bhrajamanam 
yas oda-bhiyolukha/ad dhavamanam 
paramrstam atyantato drutya gopya 

rudantam muhur netra-yugmam mrjantam 
karambhoja-yugmena satahka-netram 
mu huh s' vasa-kampa-trirekhahka-kanf ha- 
st hi ta-grai va-damodaram bhak ti -bad d ham 

This eight sloka prayer is sung morning and 
evening during the month of Damodara. 

1) To the supreme controller who possesses 

an eternal form of blissful knowledge, whose glistening 
earrings swing to and fro, who manifested Himself in 
Gokula, who stole the butter that the gopis kept hanging 
from the rafters of their storerooms and who then 
quickly jumped up and ran in retreat in fear of Mother 
YaSoda but was ultimately caught— to that Supreme 
Lord, Sri DSmodara, I offer my humble obeisances. 

2) Upon seeing His mother's whipping stick. 

He cried and rubbed His eyes again and again with 
His two lotus hands. His eyes were fearful and His 
breathing quick, and as Mother YaSoda bound His 
belly with ropes. He shivered in fright and His pearl 
necklace shook. To this Supreme Lord, SrT Damodara, 
who is bound with His devotee's love, I offer my 
humble obeisances. 


itidrk sva-lllabhir ananda-kunde 
* • • 

sva-ghosam nimajjantam akhyapayantam 

tadlyes'ita-jnesu bhaktair jitatvam 

punah prematas tarn satavrtti vande 

varam deva moksam na moksavadhim va 
na cany am vrne 'ham varesad apiha 
idam te vapur natha gopala-balam 

sad a me manasy avirastam kim anyaih 

3) Those superexcellent pastimes of Lord Krsna's 
babyhood drowned the inhabitants of Gokula in pools 
of ecstasy. To the devotees who are attracted only to 
His majestic aspect of Narayana in Vaikuntha, the 
Lord herein reveals: "I am conquered and over- 
whelmed by pure loving devotion." To the Supreme 
Lord, Damodara, my obeisances hundreds and hun- 
dreds of times. 

4) 0 Lord, although You are able to give all 
kinds of benedictions, I do not pray to You for 
liberation, nor eternal life in Vaikuntha, nor 
any other boon. My only prayer is that Your 
childhood pastimes may constantly appear in 
my mind. 0 Lord, I do not even want to know 
Your feature of Param3tma. I simply wish that Your 
childhood pastimes may ever be enacted in my 
heart. 
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idam te mukhambhojam atyanta-riUair kuverStmajau baddha-murtyaiva yadvat 

vrtam kuntalaih snigdha-raktaii ca gopyS tv ay a mocitau bhak ti-bhajau kftau ca 

muhui cumbitam bimba-rakta-dharam me tatha prema-bhaktim svakam me prayaccha 

manasy avirastam alam lak$a-labhaih na mok$e graho me 'sti damodareha 


namo deva damodarananta vi$no 

prasTda prabho duhkha-jalabdhi-magnam 
kfpa-drsti ■ vrstyati dfnarh batanu 

grhanesa mam ajnam edhy akfidfsyah 

5) 0 Lord, the cheeks of Your blackish lotus face, 
which is encircled by locks of curling hair, have 
become reddened like bimba fruit due to Mother 
YaSoda's kisses. What more can I describe than 
this? Millions of opulences are of no use to me, 
but may this vision constantly remain in my 
mind. 

6) 0 unlimited Vi;nu! 0 master! 0 Lord! Be 
pleased upon me! I am drowning in an ocean of sorrow 
and am almost like a dead man. Please shower the 
rain of mercy on me; uplift me and protect me 

with Your nectarean vision. 


namas te 'stu damne sphurad-dTpti-dhamne 
tvadf yodarayatha visvasya dhamne 
namo radhikayai tvadTya priyayai 
namo 'nanta-dlaya devaya tubhyam 

7) 0 Lord Damodara, in Your form as a baby 
Mother Yas'oda bound You to a grinding stone with 
a rope for tying cows. You then freed the sons of 
Kuvera, ManigrTva, and Nalakuvera, who were cursed 
to stand as trees, and You gave them the chance to 
become Your devotees. Please bless me in this same 
way. I have no desire for liberation into Your effulgence. 

8) 0 Lord, the entire universe was created by Lord 
Brahma, who was born from Your abdomen, which 
was bound with a rope by Mother Ya$od3. To this 
rope I offer my humble obeisances. I offer my 
obeisances to Your most beloved SrTmatT Radharam 
and to Your unlimited pastimes. 
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$R! GURU-PAR AMPAR A 


krsna hoite catur-mukha, hoy krsna-sevonmukha , 
brahma hoite naradera mati 
narada hoite vyasa, madhva kohe vyasa dasa, 
purna-prajna padmanabha gati 


mahaprabhu srT cait any a, rad ha krsna nahe any a, 
rupanuga-janera jTvana 

visvambhara-pri yahkoro, srT-svaru pa-da mod aro, 
sri gosvamT rupa sonatan 


nrhari-madha va-vams e, aksobhya-paramahamse, 
ii$ya boli' ahglkara kore 
aksobhyera sisya joy—tirtha name pari coy, 
tara dasye jnanasindhu tore 


rupa-priya maha/ana, ffva-raghunatha hana, 
tara priya kavi krsnadasa 
kfsnadasa-priya-boro, narottama seva paro, 
yara pad a visvanatha as'a 


taha hoite doyanidhi, tara dasa vidyanidhi, 
rajendra hoilo taha ho'te 
tahara kihkorajoy—dharma name pari coy, 
parampara /ana bhalo mate 


visvanatha bhakta-sath, ba/adev jagannath , 
tara priya srl-bhaktivinoda 
mahabhagavata-boro, srTgaurak isora-boro, 
hari-bhajanete yara moda 


jayadharma-dasye khyati, srT ■ pur u so ttama-yati , 
ta' ho 'te brahmanya-tTrtha-suri 
vyasa tfrt ha tara dasa, laksmTpati vyasadasa, 
taha ho'te madhavendra-purT 


s'rT-varsabhanavT-bora, sad a sevya-seva para, 
tahara doyita-dasa-nam 

tara pradhan pracarako, s'rT-bhaktivedanta namako, 
prthivJte g aura-van? b hi tore 


madhavendra-purT boro, sisya-boro srT-Ts'varo, ei saba hari-jana, gaurahgera nija-jana, 

nityananda, srT-advaita vibhu ta' der ucchiste mor kama 

Tsvara-puri ke dhanya, korilena sn-caitanya, 
jagad-guru gaura-mahaprabhu 



Lord Kf§na enlightened the four-faced Brahma 
with the devotional science, which Brahma then passed 
on to Narada Muni. In th e SrTmad-Bhagavatam, Second 
Canto, Ninth Chapter, the history of how Lord Brahma 
received initiation directly from Krsna is explained. 
Brahma found himself in the midst of darkness. He 
tried to explore the dark universe by traveling down 
the stem of the lotus planet of his birth, but, being only 
a jfva with limited senses, intellect, and power, he 
failed to find more than darkness. Brahma then heard 
the syllables ta and pa from outside the covering of 
the universe, and following this instruction, he per- 
formed tapasya, or penance, by which the spiritual 
realm was revealed to him. The four seed verses of the 
Bhagavatam were transmitted by the Lord Himself to 
Brahma. The conclusion is that Brahma could not 
understand anything by his own attempt; only by Lord 
Krona's revelation could Brahma get absolute know- 
ledge. 

Lord Brahma took to the disciplic succession 
naturally. He initiated Narada Muni, who in turn 
initiated Vyasadeva, the compiler of ail Vedic litera- 
tures. It is recorded in the Bhagavatam, First Canto, 
Fifth Chapter, that Vyasadeva compiled the Vedas 
in four divisions and then wrote the Mahabharata, 
Puranas, and U parti ^ads , and revealed the conclusion 
of knowledge in the Vedanta-sutras. Yet as he medi- 
tated he did not feel satisfied, and Narada Muni 
explained to him that this was because he had not 
described the /has, forms, qualities, etc., of Lord Kf$na. 
Then VySsadeva expanded the four seed verses of the 
SrTmad-Bhagavatam into 18,000 verses, and then 
initiated Madhvacarya. Vyasadeva is still living in the 
Himalayas at Badarikas'rama, and, therefore, there is 
no gap of time between Vy2sa and Madhva; they are 
contemporaries, just as we are contemporaries of 


Vyasa, who is presently in this world. The acaryas 
coming from Madhva are Padmanabha, Nrhari, Madhava, 
Aksobhya, JayafTrtha, Jnanasindhu, Dayanidhi, 
Vidyanidhi, Rajendra, Jayadharma, Puru$ottama, 
Brahmariya-tTrtha, VyasatTrtha, LakjmTpati, and 
Madhavendra Puri. (Baladeva Vidyabhu$ana, the great 
acarya who wrote the commentary on Vedanta-sutra 
after hearing it directly from the Deity GovindajT, 
has confirmed Madhavendra Purl's connection with 
the Madhva-sampradaya.) 

Madhavendra Purl had several disciples who were 
highly transcendental personalities. Lord Nityananda, 
the incarnation of Lord Balarama, and Sr! Advaita, 
the incarnation of Maha-Vijnu, accepted initiation from 
him. However, SrT T^vara Pur! possessed a very high 
standard of devotion and would even clean the toilet 
place for his spiritual master. Thuslsvara Purl was 
given the seat of acarya. He in turn initiated Lord 
Caitanya, Who is none other than Radha-Kpsna Himself 
and Who is the living force of the followers of Rupa 
GosvamT. Lord Caitanya is succeeded by Rupa GosvamT 
along with Svarupa Damodara and Sanatana GosvamT, 
then Raghunatha dasa and JTva GosvamT, Krsnadasa 
Kaviraja, Narottama dasa Thakura, and Visvanatha 
CakravartT Thakura. Vis'vanatha CakravartT was the 
spiritual master of Baladeva Vidyabhu$ana and 
Jagannatha dasa BabajT. Jagannatha dasa's most 
beloved disciple is Srlla Sac-cid-ananda Bhaktivinoda, 
who empowered Srlla Gaurakis'ora dasa BabajT, an 
uttama adhikarl maha-bhagavata (great devotee of 
the highest order), to initiate Srlla Bhaktisiddhanta 
SarasvatT Thakura, who is also spiritually named 
SrT VarjabhanavT-dayita dasa. I have added one more 
line to this song: "His foremost disciple-preacher is 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, who has spread the 
message of Lord Caitanya throughout the entire world." 
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srT-radhikasta vah 

by Srila Rupa Gosvam i 

rad he jay a jay a madhava-dayite 
gokula- tar uni -mandala-mahi te 

dam odara-rati -vardhana- vese 
hari-niskuta-vrnda-vipinese 

vrsabhanudadhi -nava-sasi -lekhe 
lalita-sakhi guna-ramita-visakhe 

karurjam kuru mayi karuna-bharite 
sanaka-sanatana-vargita-carite 

Glories, glories to Sm Radharam, the beloved 

of Madhava and most worshipable of the cowherd 

girls of Gokula Mandalal 

Decorated by the dress of Lord Damodara’s 

increasing ecstasy, You are the lady of the house of 

Lord Hari and the groves of Vrndavana. 

From the ocean of Vrsabhanu has arisen a new 

* • 

moon which is overwhelming the qualities of Lalita 
and Vis'akha. 

0 Goddess, Your qualities are described by Sanaka 
and Sanatana Rsis and by Sanatana GosvamT. Please 
bestow Your mercy upon me. 
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SR/TA-KAMALA 

0 

by Sn Jayadeva GosvamT 

7) abhinava-jaladhara-sundara (he) 
dhrta-mandara (e) 
iri-mukhacandra-cakora 
jaya jaya deva hare 


4) madhu-mura-naraka-vinasana (he) 
garudasana (e) 
sura-kula-ke/i-nidana 
jaya jaya deva hare 


1) sri ta-kamalakuca -manual a (he) 

dhrta-kundala (e) 
kalita-lalita-vanamala 
jaya jaya deva hare 

2) dinamani -mandala-mandana (he) 

bhava-khandana (e) 
munijana-manasa-hamsa 
jaya jaya deva hare 

3) kali ya-vi §adhara-gah j ana (he) 

jana-ranjana (e) 
yadu~kula-nalina-dinesa 
jaya jaya deva hare 


5) amala-kamala-dala-locana (he) 

bhava-mocana (e) 
tribhuvana-bhuvana-nidhana 
jaya jaya deva hare 

6 ) 


8) tava car an am pranata vayam (he) 
iti bhavaya (e) 
kuru kusalam pranatesu 
jaya jaya deva hare 


janaka-suta-krta-bhusana (he) 
jita-dusana (e) 
samar a-sami ta-dasakanfha 
jaya jaya deva hare 


9) srT-jayadeva-kaver idam (he) 
kurute mud am (e) 
mahgalam ujjvala-gltam 
jaya jaya deva hare 


t) Glories, glories to Lord Hari, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, who is bedecked with jeweled 
earrings and a garland of forest flowers and whose 
feet are marked with a lotus! 

2) The Lord's face shines like the whorl of the sun. 
He removes the miseries of His devotees and is the 
resting place of the minds of the swanlike sages. 
Glories! Glories to Lord £ri Hari! 

3) 0 Supreme Personality of Godhead who 
destroyed the demoniac Kaliya serpentl 0 Lord, You 
are the beloved of all living entities and the sun in 
the galaxyof the Yadu dynasty. Glories! Glories 

to Lord SrT Hari) 

4) 0 Lord, destroyer of the demons Madhu, Mura 
and Naraka! Seated on Garuda, You are the source 
of joy for the demigods. Ail glories to Hari) 

5) 0 Lord, Your clear eyes are like lotuspetals, and 
Youdaitroy the bondage of the material world. You 


are the maintainer of the three worlds. Glories to Lord 
Haril 

6) 0 Lord, as the gem of the sons of Janaka. You 
were victorious over all thessc/rsf, and You smashed 
the greatest asura, the ten-headed Ravana. Glories 
to Lord Hari! 

7) 0 Supreme Personality of Godhead who held 
the Govardhana Hill! Your complexion is like a 
fresh monsoon cloud, and SrT Radharani is like a 
cakora bird who is nourished by drinking the light 
of Your moonlike face. Glories! Glories to Lord 
SrT Haril 

8) O Lord, I offer my humble obeisances at 
Your lotus feet. Please bless me by Your limitless 
mercy. Glories! Glories to Lord SrT Hari! 

9) The poet Sri Jayadeva offers this song of 
devotion and shining good fortune to Thee. All 
glories! All glories to Lord £ri Haril 



6r1-6r7-gauranityanandera da ya 

by Locana dasa Thakura 

parama karuna, pahuh dui jana, 
ni tai -gauracandra 
saba avatar a—, sara-sTromani , 
kevala-ananda-kanda 

bhaja bhaja bhai, caitanya-nitai, 
sudrdha visvasa kori 
visaya chadiya, se rase majiya, 
mukhe bolo hari hari 

dekha ore bhai, tri-bhuvane nai, 
emona day al a data 
pasu-pakhT jhure, pasana vidare, 
s'uni yara guna-gatha 

somsare majiya, rohi/i padiya, 
se pade nahi/o asa 
apana koroma, bhuhjaye s'amana, 
kohoye locana-dasa 



PURPORT 

by His Divine Grace 

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

This is a song by Locana dasa Thakura. Pahuh 

means "Lord”, and dui jana means "two." Locana dasa 

Thakura declares that the two Lords Nitai Gauracandra— 
« 

Lord Nitai and Lord Caitanya— are very merciful 
fparama karuna). Saba avatara , sarasir omani. Avatara 
means "incarnation," and saba means "all." They are 
the essence of all incarnations. The specific significance 
of these incarnations is that prosecuting Their way of 
self-realization is simply joyful (kevala-ananda kanda), 
for They introduced chanting and dancing. There are 
many incarnations like Lord Rama and even Krsna, Who 
taught Bhagavad glta- which requires knowledge and 
understanding. But Lord Caitanya and Nityananda 
introduced a process that is simply joyful— which is 
simply to chant and dance. Therefore, Locana dasa 
requests everyone: bhaja bhaja bhai, caitanya- nitai. 

"My dear brother, I request that you just worship Lord 
Caitanya and Nityananda with firm conviction and 
faith." Don't think that this chanting and dancing will 
not lead to the desired goal. It will. It is the assurance 
of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu that one will get all 
perfection by this process. Therefore one must chant 
with firm faith and conviction (visvasa korij. 

But what is the process? The process is vi$aya 
chattiya, se rase ma/iya. If one wants to be Kfsna 
conscious by this process, one has to give up his engage- 
ment in sense gratification. That is the only restriction. 
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I f one gives u p sense gratification, it is sure that he will 
reach the desired goal. Mukhe bolo hari hari: one 
simply has to chant Hare Krsna, Hari Hari, without any 
motive of sense gratification. 

Dekha ore bhai, tri bhuvane nai. Locana dasa 

Thakura says, "My dear brother, you just try and 

examine this. Within the three worlds there is no one 

like Lord Caitanya or Lord Nityananda because Their 

merciful qualities are so great that They make even 

birds and beasts cry, not to speak of human beings." 

Actually, when Lord Caitanya passed through the 

forest known as Jharikhanda, the tigers, elephants, 

snakes, deer, and all other animals joined Him in 

chanting Hare Krsna. It is so nice that anyone can join. 

Even the animals can join, not to speak of human 

beings. Of course, it is not possible for ordinary men 

to induce animals to chant, but if Caitanya Mahaprabhu 

could inspire animals to chant, at least wc can encourage 

human beings to adopt this path of Hare Krsna mantra 

chanting. It is so nice that even the most stonehearted 

man will be melted. Pasana means "stone." It is so 

• • 

nice that even stone will melt. 

But Locana dasa Thakura regrets that he is entrapped 
by sense gratification. He addresses himself, "My dear 
mind, you are entrapped in this sense gratification 
process, and you have no attraction for chanting Hare 
Krsna. Since you have no attraction for the lotus feet 
of Lord Caitanya and Lord Nityananda, what can I say? 

I can simply think of my misfortune. Yamaraja, the 
superintendent of death, is punishing me by not allowing 
me to be attracted by this movement." 
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srTtulasT-kTrtana 

by Narottama dasa Thakura 

namo namah tufas/ kf^napreyasT namo namah 
radha-kfsna-seva pavo ei abhifaf 

ye tomiara sarana toy, tara vaficha puma hoy 
krpia kori ' koro tare vmdavana-vasT 

mora ei abhila$a, vi/asa kunje dio vasa 
nayane her i bo sad a yugala-rupa-ras'i 

ei nivedana dhara, sakhTra anugata koro 
seva-adhikara diye koro nija dasT 

dma krsna-dase koy, ei yena mora hoy 
SrT-radhago vinda-preme sad a yena bhasi 

0 T ulasT, beloved of Krsna, I bow before you again 
and again. The only desire left in me is to serve Radha 
and Krsna. 0 dweller of Vrndavana, the wishes of 
all those who seek your favor are fulfilled. Bestow 
your kindness upon me. I wish you to live in my 
small garden and remain green forever. 0 storehouse 
of beauty, I am your follower and sakhT. Pray that 
by making me your maidservant, as a servant of Krsna, 
this body will be His— not mine. Bless me, that in 
this body may dwell only love for Radha and Krsna. 


srT-tulasi-pranama 

vfndayai tu/asT-devyai priyayai keiavasya ca 
krsna-bhakti-prade devi satyavatyai namo namah 

vrndayai— unto VrndS; tulasT-devyai— unto TulasT- 
devT; priyayai— who is dear; ke&vasya— to Lord Ke&va; 
ca— and; krsna-bhakti—de\/ot\ona\ service to Lord Krsna 
prade— who bestows; devi— 0 goddess; satya vatyai— 
unto SatyavatT; namah namah— repeated obeisances. 

✓ 

"I offer my repeated obeisances unto Vrnda, SrTmatT 
TulasT-devT, who is very dear to Lord Kesava. 

0 goddess, you bestow devotional service to Krsna and 
possess the highest truth.” 

TU LAST PR A YER 

yani kani ca papani brahma-hatyad i kani ca 
tani tani pranas y anti pradaksinah pade pade 

yani kani— whatever; ca— and; papani— sins; 
brahma-hatya —killing of a brahmana ; ad i kani— 
and so on; ca— also; tani tani— all of them; 
pranaiyanti —are destroyed; pradaksinah —circum- 
ambulating; pade pade— step by step. 

"Those who circumambulate SrTmatT TulasT-devT 
step by step destroy whatever sins they have committed, 
even the killing of a brahmana” 



6rTtulas7-arat/ 

by Candrasekhara Acarya 
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namo namah tulasi maharani, 

vrnde maharani namo namah 

namo re namo re meiya namo narayanT 

namo namah 

yahko darase, parase agha-nasai 
m a him a veda-purane vakhani 
namo namah 

yahko patra , man jarT komala 
srT-pa ti-cararia-kamale I a pat a ni 
namo namah 

dhupa, dTpa, naivedya, aroti 
phulana kiye varakha varakhani 
namo namah 

dhanya tuiasf meiya, pur ana tapa kiye 
§ n - salagrama-maha -pataranT 
namo namah 

chapanna bhoga, chatrisa byahjana 
vina tulasT prabhu eka nahi mani 
namo namah 


si va-i uka-narada, aur brahmadiko 
dhurata phi rata mahamuni jhanT 
namo namah 

candra-sekhara meiya, ter a ya&ogaoye 
bhakati-dana difiye maharani 
namo namah 

Worshipable TulasT DevT, 0 Vrnda Devi, obeisances 
unto thee again and again. All praises, 0 mother of 
bhakti. 0 NarayapT (energy of Narayana] , my humble 
obeisances to thee again and again. Simply by touching 
or by even seeing Sar7 TulasT-devT, all sins are destroyed. 
My obeisances to thee again and again, whose mag- 
nificence is described in the Vedas and Puranas. 
Youraraf/ is performed with offerings of incense and 
lamps, flowers and praises. My obeisances to thee 
again and again. You have performed long austerities 
and have become the offering to the Lord's safagrama 
expansion. My obeisances to thee again and again. 

The Lord does not care for a single one of fifty-six 
offerings or thirty-six curries offered without a 
tulasT leaf. Lord Siva, £ukadeva, Narada Muni, 

Brahma and all others are paying their respects unto 
thee. Candrasekhara (the author), who is singing 
your glories, prays, "Please bestow prema-bhakti 
unto me. My humble obeisances unto thee again 
and again." 
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srT-nrsimha-pranama 
* • 

namas te nara-simhaya prahladahlada-dayine 
hiranyakaiipor vaksah s' ila-tahka-nakhalaye 
i to nrsimhah parato nrsimho 

yato yato yami tato nrsimhah 
bahir nrsimho hrdaye nrsimho 

nrsimham adim s'aranam prapadye 

namah— obeisances; te— unto You; nara-simhaya— 
unto Lord Nrsirhha; prahlada— to Prahlada Maharaja; 
ahlada—of pleasure; dayine— the giver; hiranyakasipoh— 
of HiranyakaSipu; vaksah— chest; Si/9— on the 
stone-like; tanka— chisels; nakha-at aye— whose nails; 
itah— here; nfsimhah— Lord Nfsimha; paratah— there; 
nrsimhah— Lord Nrsimha; yatah yatah— wherever; 
yami— I go; tatah— there; nrsimhah— Lord Nrsimha; 
bahih— externally; nrsimhah— Lord Npsirhha; hrdaye— 
internally; nrsimhah— Lord Npsimha; nfsimham— 

Lord Nfsimha; adim— the origin; saranam— to the 
shelter; prapadye— I surrender. 

"I offer my obeisances to Lord Nfsimha deva, who is 
always giving bliss to His devotees like Prahlada Maharaja 
and chiseling at the hearts of demons like Hiranyaka4ipu. 
The devotee always sees Lord Nrsirhha everywhere. 

Lord Nfsimha is within and without. Therefore let 
us all take shelter of Lord Nfsimha.” 


PRAYER TO LORD NRSIMHA 
FROM DASAVATARA 
by Jayadeva GosvamT 

tava kara-kamala-vare nakham adbhuta-srhgam 

dalita-hiranyakasipu-tanu-bhrhgam 

kesava dhrta-nara-hari-ru pa jay a jagadTs'a hare 

tava— Your; kara— hands; Arama/a— lotus like; vare— 
on the beautiful; nakham— nails; adbhuta— wonderful; 
{rhgam— pointed; dalita— ripped apart; hi ranyakaiipu— 
of Hiranyakasipu; tanu— the body; bhrhgam— wasp- 
like; keiava—O Lord Ke&va; dhrta— who assumed; 
nara— half man; hari— and half lion; rupa— form; 
jaya— all glories; jagat-Tsa—O Lord of the universe; 
hare— O Lord Hari. 

”0 my Lord Nrsirhha, Your hands are very beautiful, 
like the lotus flower, but with Your long nails You have 
ripped apart the wasp Hirairiyakasipu. Unto You, Lord 
of the universe, I offer my humble obeisances." 
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Sri Dasavatara-stotra 
(from Gita-govinda) 
by Jayadeva Gosvami 

(D 

pralaya-payodhi-jale dhrtavan asi vedam 
vihita-vahitra-caritram akhedam 
kesava dhrta-mina-sarira jaya jagadisa hare 
( 2 ) 

ksitir iha vipulatare tishati tava prsthe 
dharani-dharana-kina-cakra-garisthe 
kesava dhrta-kuima-sarira jaya jagadisa hare 

(3) 

vasati dasana-sikhare dharani tava lagna 
sasini kalanka-kaleva nimagna 
kesava dhda-sukara-rupa jaya jagadisa hare 

(4) 

tava kara-kamala-vare nakham adbhuta-smgam 
dalita-hiranyakasipu-tanu-bhmgam 
kesava dhtta-narahari-rupa jaya jagadisa hare 

(5) 

chalayasi vikramane balim adbhuta-vamana 
pada-nakha-nira-janita-jana-pavana 
kesava dhrta-vamana-rupa jaya jagadisa hare 

( 6 ) 

ksatriya-rudhira-maye jagad-apagata-papam 
snapayasi payasi samita-bhava-tapam 
kesava dhrta-bhrgupati-rupa jaya jagadisa hare 

(7) 

vitarasi diksu rane dik-pati-kamaniyam 
dasa-mukha-mauli-balim ramaniyam 
kesava dhita-rama-sarira jaya jagadisa hare 

( 8 ) 

vahasi vapusi visade vasanam jaladabham 
hala-hati-bhiti-milita-yamunabham 
kesava dhrta-haladhara-rupa jaya jagadisa hare 


( 9 ) 

nindasi yajna-vidher ahaha sruti-jatam 
sadaya-hrdaya darsita-pasu-ghatam 
kesava dhrta-buddha-sarira jaya jagadisa hare 

( 10 ) 

mteccha-nivaha-nidhane kalayasi karavalam 
dhumaketum iva kim api karalam 
kesava dhrta-kalki-sarira jaya jagadisa hare 
( 11 ) 

sri-jayadeva-kaver id am uditam udaram 
srnu sukha-dam subha-dam bhava-saram 
kesava dhrta-dasa-vidha-rupa jaya jagadisa hare 
( 12 ) 

vedan uddharate jaganti vahate bhu-golam udbibhrate 
daityam darayate balim chalayate ksatra-ksayam kurvate 
paulastyam jay ate halam kalayate karunyam atanvate 
mlechhan murchayate dasakrtrkrte krsnaya tubhyam namah 

(1) 0 Kesava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who have 
assumed the form of a fish! All glories to You! You easily acted 
as a boat in the form of a giant fish just to give protection to 
the Vedas, which had become immersed in the turbulent sea 
of devastation. 

(2) O Kesava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who have 
assumed the form of a tortoise! All glories to You! In this 
incarnation as a divine tortoise the great Mandara Mountain 
rests upon Your gigantic back as a pivot for churning the ocean 
of milk. From holding up the huge mountain a large scarlike 
depression is put in Your back, which has become most 
glorious. 

(3) O Kesava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who have 
assumed the form of a boar! All glories to You! The earth, 
which had become immersed in the Garbhodaka Ocean at 
the bottom of the universe, sits fixed upon the tip of Your tusk 
like a spot upon the moon. 



92 

(4) O Kesava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who have 
assumed the form of half-man, half-lion! All glories to You! 
Just as one can easily crush a wasp between one's fingernails, 
so in the same way the body of the wasplike demon 
Hiranyakasipu has been ripped apart by the wonderful pointed 
nails on Your beautiful lotus hands. 

(5) O Kesava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Han', who have 
assumed the form of a dwarf-bra/rmana! All glories to You! O 
wonderful dwarf, by Your massive steps You deceive King 
Bali, and by the Ganges water that has emanated from the 
nails of Your lotus feet, You deliver all living beings within this 
world. 

(6) O Kesava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who have 
assumed the form of Bhrgupati [Parasurama]! All glories to 
You! At Kurukshetra You bathe the earth in the rivers of blood 
from the bodies of the demoniac ksatriyas that You slain. The 
sins of the world are washed away by You, and because of 
You people are relieved from the blazing fire of material 
existence. 

(7) O Kesava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who have 
assumed the form of Ramacandra! All glories to You! In the 
battle of Lanka You destroy the ten-headed demon Ravana 
and distribute his heads as a delightful offering to the presiding 
deities of the ten directions, headed by Indra. This action 
was long desired by all of them, who were much harassed by 
this monster. 

(8) O Kesaval O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who have 
assumed the form of Balarama, the wielder of the plow! All 
glories to You! On Your brilliant white body You wear garments 
the color of a fresh blue rain cloud. These garments are 
colored like the beautiful dark hue of the River Yamuna, who 
feels great fear due to the striking of Your plowshare. 


(9) O Kesava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who have 
assumed the form of Buddha! All glories to You! O Buddha of 
compassionate heart, you decry the slaughtering of poor 
animals performed according to the rules of Vedic sacrifice. 

(10) O Kesava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who 
have assumed the form of Kalki! All glories to You! You appear 
like a comet and carry a terrifying sword for bringing about 
the annihilation of the wicked barbarian men at the end of the 
Kali-yuga. 

(11) O Kesava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who 
have assumed these ten different forms of incarnation! All 
glories to You! O readers, please hear this hymn of the poet 
Jayadeva, which is most excellent, an awarder of happiness, 
a bestower of auspiciousness, and is the best thing in this 
dark world. 

(12) 0 Lord Krsna, I offer my obeisances unto You, who appear 
in the forms of these ten incarnations. In the form of Matsya 
You rescue the Vedas, and as Kurma You bear the Mandara 
Mountain on Your back. As Varaha You lift the earth with Your 
tusk, and in the form of Narasimha You tear open the chest of 
the daitya Hiranyakasipu. In the form of Vamana You trick 
the daitya king Bali by asking him for only three steps of land, 
and then You take away the whole universe from him by 
expanding Your steps. As Parasurama You slay all of the 
wicked ksatriyas, and as Ramacandra You conquer the 
raksasa king Ravana. In the form of Balarama You carry a 
plow with which You subdue the wicked and draw toward You 
the River Yamuna. As Lord Buddha You show compassion 
toward all the living beings suffering in this world, and at the 
end of the Kali-yuga You appear as Kalki to bewilder the 
mlecchas (degraded low-class men]. 



Bhajahu Re Mana Sri Nanda-nandana 

by Govinda dasa Kaviraja 


( 1 ) 

bhajahu re mana sri-nanda-nandana- 
abhaya-caranaravinda re 
durlabha manava-janama sat-sange 
tar oho e bhava-sindhu re 
( 2 ) 

sita atapa bata barisana 
e dina jamini jagi re 
biphale sevinu krpana durajana 
capala sukha-laba lagi' re 

(3) 

e dhana, yaubana, putra, par ij ana 
ithe ki ache paratiti re 
kamala-dala-jala, jivana talamala 
bhajahu hart -pad a niti re 

(4) 

sravana, kirtana, smarana, vandana, 
pada-sevana, dasya re 
pujana, sakhi-jana, atma-nivedan 
govinda-dasa-abhilsa re 

(1) 0 mind, just worship the lotus of the son of 
Nanda, which make one fearless. Having obtained 
this rare human birth, cross over this ocean of 
worldly existence through the association of 
saintly persons. 
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(2) Both in the day and at night I remain sleepless, 
suffering the pains of the heat and cold, the wind 
and the rai n. For a fraction of flickering happiness 
I have uselessly served wicked and miserly men. 

(3) What assurance of real happiness is there in 
all of one's wealth, youthfulness, sons, and family 
members? This life is tottering like a drop of water 
on a lotus petal; therefore you should always serve 
and worship the divine feet of Lord Hari. 

(4) It is the desire and great longing of Govinda 
dasa to engage himself in the nine processes of 
bhakti , namely hearing the glories of Lord Hari 
and chanting those glories, constantly 
remembering Him and offering prayers to Him, 
serving the Lord's lotus feet, serving the Supreme 
Lord as a servant, worshiping Him with flowers 
and incense and so forth, serving Him as a friend, 
and completely offering the Lord one's very self. 






